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GULF EMPLOYMENT PICTURE DESCRIBED 
London MEED in English 25-31 Oct 86 pp 4-6 
{Article by Roderick Smith] 


[Text] 


WHAT does an Arab Gulf national look for 
in ajob? The future economic viability of the 
region depends on finding the answer to 
that $64,000 million question. The latest oil 
price crisis has brought growing urgency to 
the drive to develop national workforces to 
replace the burgeoning numbers of expatri- 
ates who are making the trip home. 

Best estimates are that Saudi Arabia 
alone has invested more than $32,000 
million in training a local workforce, and that 
its Gulf Co-operation Counci! (GCC) col- 
leagues — Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar 
and the UAE — have spent between them 
at least as much again 

But there is still disagreement about what 
criteria GCC nationals anply when job 
hunting. A 1983 survey carmed out by the 
UAE Planning Ministry showed that 60-70 
per cent of the GCC’s workforce was 
composed of foreign workers. The survey 
revealed that the GCC was playing host to 3 
million foreign workers, many of whom 
were accompanied by their families. !n 
some countries they outnumbered their 
hosts. 

That the survey was carried out was 
probably an indication that an era was 
drawing to a close — an era of a giant social 
engineering project whereby millions of 
Asian, Arab and western workers were 
imported on a supposedly short-term basis 
to build modern infrastructures. 


impetus 

The survey gave impetus to numerous 
training programmes throughout the Arab 
Gulf to place nationals in jobs that expatri- 
ates had filled during the oil boom of the late 
1960s and the 1970s. In recent years, this 
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priority has assumed growing importance 
because of the problems caused by the 
security repercussions of the Gulf war and 
the sectarian strife in Lebanon. There is an 
increasing emphasis on reducing depend- 
ence on foreign nationals. 

As Gulf employers rely on fewer and 
cheaper workers, expatriates are returning 
home in their thousands. Consequently, 
the foreign exchange reserves of Arab and 
Asian labour-exporting countries are su!- 
fering as remittances dwindle. 

The World Health Organisation's 
(WHO's) 1985 Statistics Annual puts the 
population of the GCC at around 16 million, 
compared with about 11 million barely a 
decade ago. It projects nearly 24 million by 
2000. The figures mean that the composi- 
tion of workforces in the GCC assumes 
critical importance. 

It is with the aim of ensuring that Gulf 
workforces are healthily balanced that 
much of the work of the Dubai-based Gulf 
Institute of Management (GIM) is carned 
out. Much of GIM's research has been 
geared towards itemising what Gulf nation- 
als expect from their jobs. 

GIM has ascertained that many private- 
sector employers believe that Gulf nation- 
als have high cash expectations, an atti- 
tude perceived to be a hindrance to the 
drive to find nationals jobs. A GIM spokes- 
man says this attitude may have been 
prevalent 10 years ago, but is no longer the 
case. A GIM study of university students in 
the UAE showed that nationals put job 
security, recognition and a role in decision- 
making above big salaries. 











Fallacious 

The belief that it is cheaper to hire an 
expatriate than a national is fallacious, tne 
GIM spokesman adds. When factors such 
as extra demand on public services are 
costed in, expatriates are more expensive. 

The debate about e nploying nationals 
and expatriates reached such a height in 
Bahrain during 1986 that Crown Prince and 
then acting premier Shaikh Hamad Bin Isa 
al-Khalifa backed a study to compare their 
productivity. He told a cabinet meeting that 
all available Bahraini expertise should be 
used before foreigners were recruited. 

A recent GIM forum urged that more 
mandatory requirements should be im- 
posed on private organisations to employ a 
specific number of nationals. It com- 
mented, significantly, that: “What we need 
are experienced, well-qualified nationals to 
replace the expatriates, and the whole 
programme needs carefu! thought because 
the process should in no way undermine 
productivity or reasonable profitability.” 

Media campaigns could help to educate 
young people into accepting the need 
sometimes to start on the bottom rung of 
the ladder and work their way up. 

Sucn messages have been reinforced by 
findings of the Dammam-based Federation 
of Chambers of Commerce, Industry & 
Agriculture of Arab Gulf Countries (FGC). 
An FGC study urged a balance in the 
number of graduates from academic and 
technical vocational training schools. It also 
called on the private sector to allow nation- 
als to play a proper role in development, 
and em »hasised the need to replace for- 
eigners with skilled locals. 


Critical issue 

As business gets into full swing again in 
the Arab Gulf this autumn, how effectively 
the nationais are taking control becomes a 
Key issue. 

In Oman, the question is particularly 
pressing for the banking sector. The Cen- 
tral Bank of Oman (CBO) had directed that 
90 per cent of staff employed by commer- 
Cial banks must be made up of Omanis by 
31 December 1985. 

By the first quarter of 1986, the commer- 
cial banks had filled only an estimated 
25-40 per cent of their posts with locals, the 
figure varying between banks. By May 
1986 this had risen to an average of 49 per 
cent. The CBO monthly publication Al- 
Markazi reported that, by May 1986. of 
3,336 workers in the commercial banking 
sector, 1,619 were Omanis. 

The CBO has postponed until the end of 
1990 the 90 per cent mandatory target 


date. It intends to review progress at each 
year-end until then, and is also insisting tnat 
appropriate training programmes be under- 
taken, either in the sultanate or abroad. 
Concern had been voiced for some time 
about the evodus of locals from Omans, 
banking sector. A committee set up by the | 
Oman Chamber of Commerce & Industry to 
look after the interests of commercial bank: 
reported that, during 1985, about 60 per 
cent of Omanis employed by locai banks 
left their jobs in pursuit of better pay. And 
Omani bank workers were criticised for 
failing to work an eight-hour day. The 
evening session proved particularly un- 
popular, the committee s report said. 


Fundamental obstacle 

When the Oman Chamber of Commerca| 
& Industry's insu ance committee, under 
the chairmanship of Mansour Talib, met to 
discuss a long-term plan to re piace gra- 
dually expatriates with locals, « hit a fun- 
damental obstacle. There were too few 
suitable nationals available to fill the posi- 
tions. More graduates are now being 
trained. Indeed, a complaint of the private 
sector as a wnole is that, once the minis- 
tries. needs are catered for, there are not 
enough graduates eft to go into private 
concerns 

Problems have 2so been reported in 
Bahrain. Labour c’ector Khalifa Khaifan 
froze the residence permits for a com- 
pany s expatriate workers following its re- 
fusal to take on Bahrainis. He warned that, 
when permits came up for renewal, the 
expatriates would be deported unless 
nationals had been hired. 

But in the first nalf of 1985, 160 Banhrainis 
refused jobs offered to them by the Labour 
& Social Affairs Ministry. The number of 
locals who told the ministry during the six 
montns that they were unemployed totalled 
1.086, only 920 of them accepted jobs 
offered. Government officiais say the locals 
considered the jobs unsuitable or the salar- 
ies very low 

Khalfan says the monthly starting salary 
for an unskilled labourer is BD 150 ($398), 
even in the generally higher-paid public 
sector. Despite the recent oil price crisis, 
Skilled western expatriates can still earn 
BD 500 ($1,328) a month, plus benefits 

The Specific Council for Training in 
Hotels & Catering 1s working with the 
Labour & Social Affairs Ministry to prevent 
the renewal of contracts for expatriate 
workers in hotels that do not accept their 
allocation of local graduates, says chair- 
man Mohammad Buzizi. But, he adds: “At 
present, there is no problem because the 
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|The experts are divided about exactly how many expatriates are employed in GCC . 
| states. The UAE Planning Ministry put the number at about 3 mii\ionin 1983, buta more | 
recent study by the UK’s Durham university produced a higher ‘igure than this, evenin | 
1985. Nevertheless, there is agreement that nationals acccunt for no more than | 
| one-third >f the total workforce on average, though their share will rise in the next five | 
| years. Ficures compiled by MEED for the period 1984-36 snow that Qatar had the 
highest national/non-national labour ratio with 41 per cent. 270 Kuwait the lowest at 
19 per cent. This data should be treated cautiously, the expers warn. They frequently 


"exclude employees of small organisations and tend to undersiate rural workers. 
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hotels need Bahraini staff and our training 
centre cannot supply them with enough.” 


Development needs 

Crown Prince Shaikh Hamad stresses 
that education in Bahrain must be geared 
towards jobs for graduates, as well as 
meeting the island's development needs. 

All Arab Gulf states place great emphasis 
on finding good jobs for their graduates. 
More than 200 Omanis are now being 
“suitably employed” locally after complet- 
ing university stu.es abroad in 1986, 
according to director-general of scho- 
larships and foreign relations, Murad Bin Ali 
Bin Murad. 

Figures for Oman suggest that at least 
2,500 Omanis sponsored by various minis- 
tries are studying abroad. Most of the 
students are in Egypt, but others are in the 
US, the UK, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Saudi Arabia and other Arab Gulf countries. 

Assistant undersecretary at Kuwait's 
Planning Ministry Abdel Hadi al-Awadi has 
warned that more than 30,000 loca! gradu- 
ates will be needed if a balanced workforce 
is to be achieved during the lifetime of the 
1986-90 five-year plan. Until recently, for- 
eigners made up more than 70 per cent of 
Kuwait's workforce. 

But jobs must be matched with training. 
The director of Kuwait University, Abdei- 
Mohsen Razak, warns that: “Fifty per cent 
of our students are inefficient, not because 
they neglect their studies, but because they 
are in the wrong place.” 

He estimates that 30 per cent of young 
people in Kuwait are at university, com- 
pared with 7 per cent in the UK. University 
education is free in Kuwait. Students re- 
ceive financial help and their life is comfort- 
able. They often take up to six years to 
graduate, compared with three in the UK, 
because, Razak comments, the “good life” 
eliminates ambition and incentives for 
many. 

Education abroad is not without its own 
problems. Kuwait's Education Ministry has 
stopped scholarships to some US universi- 
ties because of a “decline in academic 
standards.” But the cultural attache at 
Kuwait's embassy in Washington, Mosaed 
al-Haroon, is quick to stress that about 
1,000 US universities are still open to 
Kuwaiti students. 


Success stories 

In Jeddah it has been reported that 
labour offices in the kingdom found jobs for 
11,000 Saudis in the private sector in 1985, 
and are on their way to surpassing that 
figure in 1986. The number of secondary 


certificate holders and university graduates 
placed in jobs this year is already nearing 
9,000. But, as the labour offices have 
issued more than 500,000 work permits, 
the indications are that labour Is still being 
imported at a steady rate. 

Gulf Air is one of the success stories in 
the drive by Arab Gulf states to get nation- 
als into key positions. Earlier in 1986, the 
airline, owned jointly by Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain and Abu Dhabi, announced the 
appointment of a Qatari national — Ghas- 
san Hassan Salem — as a captain on its 
Boeing 737 fleet. Salem is the first Qatari 
national to be promoted to captain. His 
appointment brings the number of Gulf Air 
national pilots to 29. There are aiso 49 
nationals who were first officers at the turn 
of 1986. 

Qatar, the jeast populous Arab Gulf 
state, with a population of less than 
300,000, found jobs for almost 100 of its 
graduates between November 1985 and 
April 1986. 

Studies on workforce development have 
been carried out in Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait by the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP). The agency is also involved in 
projects in Fujairah, where the ruler, Shaikh 
Hamad Bin Mohammad al-Snarqi, commis- 
sioned a comprehensive UNDP develop- 
ment plan. 

UNDP's resident representative in Abu 
Dhabi, Akrarn Qursha, disclosed that the 
agency was mobilising to prepare studies 
and recommend technical help, in conjunc- 
tion with the UAE University at Al-Ain. 

Qursha says: “This country has already 
reached a great measure of material intra- 
structure and what it needs now on a 
priority basis is manpower development. 
The university is the proper institution for 
that because its chancellor, Shaikh Nahyan 
Bin Mubarak, also heads a broad-based 
government committee for development of 
human resources in the UAE.” 

The battle to train the indigenous popula- 
tions of the Arab Gulf to run industry, 
commerce, education and economic re- 
sources demands an imaginative response. 
The UAE University is a good example of 
an institution set up to train nationals in 
key posts doubling as a research centre 
for labour studies. The programme will 
inevitably experience teething troubles, 
and will take years to complete. But few 
Arab Gulf nationals can doubt that it is the 
only way forward. 

Manpower development policies must be 
senously rethought, says Khaled al-Fayez, 
chief executive of the Kuwait-based Gulf 
Investment Corporation. He warns that 
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signs of structural unemployment in the 
national labour force are emerqing, particu- 
larly among the educated. 

The social problems and strains of 
using millions of migrant workers have 
been exacerbated by recession and the 
frailties of oil income. The future of the Arab 
Gulf may depend on whether its planners 
can responc to the chalienge. 
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BRIEFS 


TECHNICA! TRAINING UNPOPULAR IN GULF--Vocational training at technical 
institutes is still not popular despite concerted efforts to develop na- 
tional manpower, according to the findings of a symposium held in Bahrain 
recently, The seminar on "Manpower and Vocational Education in GCC Countries" 
found that only 8.5 percent of the total number of secondary students took up 
technical training, with a slight percentage variation in each Gulf state, 

The report showed that technical subjects were unropular with students. Ina 
survey conducted among Gulf students, 68.8 percent believed that training 
programmes catered for national manpower needs, But a small percentage took 
technical training. The report urged planners to use the mass media to en- 
courage students to join technical training institutes. The report, which 
also dealt with job opportunities, said that of the total, 71.3 percent were 
employed in jobs closely related with their specialisation. About 14.7 per- 
cent said they were doing jobs other than those for which they were trained, 
The total population of the Gulf countries stood at about 18 million. A total 
of 11 million were nationals and rest expatriates, The national manpower 1 2vei 
reached two million with a further five million expatriates. The report at- 
tributed the shortage of manpower to the lack of experience and a reluctance 
to take up manual jobs, [Text] [Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 12 Oct 86 p 4] 
19274 
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EGYPT 


AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL DISCUSSES VARIOUS PALESTINIAN ISSUES 
Jerusalem AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI in Arabic 4 Oct 86 pp 17-19 


[Interview with Muhammad Basyuni, Ambassador to Israel: "Creating Alterna- 
tive Leadership to the Liberation Organization Is out of the Question" ] 


[Text] Muhammad Basyuni, Egypt's ambassador to Israel, is one of the offi- 
cials in the Egyptian government most informed about conditions in the re- 
gion, by virtue of his work in the Egyptian Foreign Ministry over a long 
period. AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI met him and held a conversation with him over 
many newly-created conditions in the Arab region, especially following the 
Alexandria meeting and his appointment as Egypt's ambassador extraordinary 
to Israel. 


The conversation addressed many subjects: Egyptian-Israeli relations, the 
Egyptian stand on the Palestine cause and the Liberation Organization, the 
international peace conference, Egypt's position on the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories and the Liberation Organization's participation in the 
international conference, the Lebanese cause, the inconsistent Israeli posi- 
tion on the international conference, the Israeli raids on Lebanon, Israel's 
appointment of Arab mayors and other issues. 


We will leave it to the reader to learn Egypt's view on all the newly- 
created coriditions on the Arab and international arena from this conversa- 
tion, in which Egypt's ambassador to Israel answered all questions frankly! 


[Question] What are the most important points which appeared in your state- 
ment to the president of Israel during the presentation of your credentials, 
after you were appointed ambassador to the Tel Aviv government? 


[Answer] The fact is that I told President Herzog, simply and succinctly, 
that I was honored that President Husni Mubarak had chosen me to be the Arab 
Republic of Egypt's ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the 
state of Israel and that I hoped with all my heart that bilateral relations 
between Egypt and Israel would progress greatly and that a comprehensive, 
total, just peace would hold sway in the region, because peace is a noble 
objective and we must exert our efforts to attain it for the sake of the 
welfare and stability of the peoples of the region. 











After conclusion of the credential formalities, I had many meetings with 
foreign and Israeli media, and concentrated on a very important point: 


The presentation of my credentials to the president in Jerusalem does not 
mean a change in Egypt's position regarding the legal status of Jerusalen, 
because Egypt does not recognize Jerusalem as Israel's capital. However, it 
has been customary usage that ambassadors' credentials are presented to the 
president wherever he is, while that does not entail any recognition of the 
situation or any change in our view of the city of Jerusalem's legal status. 


[Question] Do you believe that the restoration of Fgyptian-Israeli relations 
is a first step in the direction of comprehensive normalization between the 
two countries? 


[Answer] I would like to say that we do not like the word "normalization" 
because we are now in a state of "peace" with Israel, and normal relations 
do not mean distinctive relations, in the sense that the signing of a peace 
agreement between Egypt and Israel and the initiation of normal relations 
between Cairo and Tel Aviv does not mean that the agreement is isolating us 
from events in the region and causing us to stand with our hands tied in 
their regard. For example, if Israel engages in conduct which is not in 
keeping with our point of view, the peace agreement will not inhibit us; we 
we will express our point of view frankly. 


If Israel makes tangible progress in the direction of the Palestine cause or 
the Arabs in general, this situation must have a repercussion on relations 
between Egypt and Israel, in the sense that to reach the heart of the Egyp- 
tian citizen we must reach it through the Palestine cause. 


[Question] Does your appointment as ambassador following the Alexandria 
meeting contain a sign that Israel's position vis-a-vis the Palestine cause 
has changed? 


[Answer] The signing of the arbitration understanding first of all and the 
holding of the Alexandria summit conference between Peres and Mubarak which 
was to discuss ways of promoting the course of peace and the return of the 
Egyptian ambassador to his place of work in Tel Aviv -- all these subjects 
led to the creation of a better general climate for proceeding in the direc- 
tion of the course of peace. 


When we signed the peace agreement with Israel we absolutely did not have it 
in mind that it would be a separate resolution; rather, it would be a first 
step toward a comprehensive, just settlement in the region, because a sepa- 
rate peace will always remain a fragile, flimsy one whereas a true strong 
peace is a comprehensive peace for the whole region. 


Egypt's strategy for the coming stage will be on behalf of attaining a just, 
comprehensive peace in the region. 


[Question] There are restrictions on the travel of citizens in the bank to 
Egypt via al-'Arish. What is your opinion about this? 


[Answer] I and my colleague members of the embassy experience the pains and 
hopes of the Palestinian people and we are working to help Palestinian 





citizens, but as far as travel to Egypt via Rafah goes, we in fact want to 
maintain the Palestinian people's sustained presence on their territory and 
are against the process of emptying the bank and the strip of inhabitants. 


For us to resolve the Palestine cause in a practical manner, and to move 
toward this resolution in a practical manner, it is necessary that the fol- 
lowing elements take part, if we are serious about creating a solution to 
the Palestine cause over the short term: 


Jordan. It must participate in the peace process because it is a true, basic 
partner in the resolution of the problem. This is what the European coun- 
tries, Israel and the United States would prefer. 


The Liberation Organization under Yasir ‘Arafat's leadership, because it is 
the Palestinian people's sole legitimate representative. No matter what ef- 
forts are made to create alternative leaders, I believe that they will meet 
with failure. Creating alternative leadership to the Liberation Organization 
is something that is out of the question. 


We must also not forget that the Palestine Liberation Organization has a- 
chieved its international legitimacy and we cannot ignore or frustrate this 
legitimacy. Who will recognize the alternative leadership and give it such 
legitimacy? 


Therefore we must maintain and assert Palestinian legitimacy. In addition no 
Palestinian leader abroad or domestically can or would dare to speak in the 
name of the Palestinians without permission and blessings from the Libera- 
tion Organization. 


[Question] (Interrrupting) Is the Palestine Liberation Organization an ele- 
ment with parity or a lesser element? 


[Answer] I am talking about basic elements which must participate with us if 
we are to produce a serious resolution, or, any resolution which differs 
from this will be an impractical one. 


The third element is Israel. There is a party which is occupying the terri- 
tory and another party which seeks the termination of the occupation. How 
can I solve this problem without talking directly with the other party which 
is occupying the territory? If I do not want to talk to Israel, which is 
occupying the territory, how will I solve the problem? I am amazed at the 
people who attack communications with Israel for the sake of ending the Is- 
raeli occupation. 


The fourth element is Egypt, the only country which has excellent relations 
with King Husayn and Yasir ‘Arafat and good relations with the United States 
and the Soviet Union and is linked to Israel by a peace agreement. 


As to the means for moving toward settlement, all parties have agreed over 
the approach of the "international conference" for peace. We have recommend- 
ed that a preparatory committee be formed, in preparation for the holding of 
the international conference. 








The source of this committee's importance is that all parties have confi- 
dence in the people who wiil prepare for the conference and in the means for 
sending them invitations, the method and style of operation of the confer- 
ence and the conference agenda. In my estimation, this is the first time in 
which real movement is taking place in favor of resolving the Palestine 
cause. All previous attempts were unrealistic and these attempts were res- 
tricted to resolutions and plans without addressing a practical approach for 
sound movement. 


[Question] What about Syria and its position on this conference? 


[Answer] Syria's attendance at this conference is necessary, because it is 
an Arab country and Israel is occupying part of its territory, Golan. There- 
fore its attendance at the conference is necessary. It is necessary to leave 
the door open to it to participate in this conference and it must be sent an 
invitation to attend. 


The invitation must be sent to every country concerned to attend the meet- 
ings of the preparatory conference and the international conference. The 
same with the five countries that have permanent membership in the Security 
Council. Here I will refer to a point, which is that no country may impose 
conditions for attending the conference on a great power, such as the Soviet 
Union, for instance, because its presence is very important if balance is to 
be created in the conference and international legitimacy is to be imparted 
to it. This is Egypt's point of view. As to Israel, it has its own point of 
view. We are not concerned with it, except that we must not be optimistic 
about the Israeli position, which imposes the condition on the Soviet Union 
that relations with it be normalized and Soviet Jews be permitted to migrate 
to Israel. It is necessary to take the views of all the parties concerned 
regarding the international conference into account. 


Concerning the joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation, that is basically an 
idea founded on the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement toward creating a solu- 
tion to the Palestine problem. 


As regards the Liberation Organization, that is connected to the February 
agreement between itself and Jordan. 


[Question] However, King Husayn has frozen the agreement. What is your view? 


[Answer] This is where Egypt's role is pre-eminent. It is concerned with the 
restoration of the Jordanian-Palestinian rapprochement and insists on it, 
because a practica] solution to the Palestinian problem will not occur with- 
out it. 


[Question] Does that mean that an abandonment of the Palestinian people's 
righi to self-determination will be made on Egypt's part? 


[Answer] ligypt will not be satisfied with anything that is not acceptable to 
the Palestinian party. The Palestinians are people who possess legitimate 
rights and there is a difference between what is possible and what is out of 
the question, in the context of our discussion of general strategy. 
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In the face of the Palestinians' insistence on the right to self-determina- 
tion, Egypt will not agree to what the Palestinians reject. They are the 
people whose cause it is and their organization is their legitimate repre- 
sentative. Egypt will support this right as far as it can and out of princi- 
ple will not agree to anything the proponents of the Palestine cause reject. 


[Question] Conflicting statements have been issued regarding the interna- 
tional conference. What is the proper position in your opinion? 


[Answer] The proper position is embodied in the prime minister of Israel's 
official agreement to the holding of an international pace conference. This 
is what the joint communique issued by the Alexandria conference asserted, 
stressing in a clear, articulated manner the desire of the parties involved 
in the Arab-Israeli struggle that the international conference be held. 


[Question] Do you imagine that Israel will accept the legitimate Palestinian 
presence within the international conference, even if we assume for the sake 
of argument that it will accept the reconstitution of the Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian delegation so that it will include Liberation Organization personnel in 
spite of Israel's failure to recognize the organization as a sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people's? 


[Answer] Great controversy has occurred concerning this point, but Israel 
and the United States have imposed the condition of recognition of Resolu- 
tion 242 on the Liberation Organization. Therefore, its attendance at the 
conference is assured from now on if it "desires." However, the source for 
its preferring to wait for the conclusions of the activities of the interna- 
tional conference's preparatory committee is its own evaluations. Or perhaps 
it wanted the February agreement between itself and Jordan to be a suitable 
solution to the problem of Palestinian representation within a joint Jorda- 
nian-Palestinian delegation under the umbrella of this agreement, which is 
now frozen, which will cover this point in a legal manner. 


[Question] When do you expect the activities of the international confer- 
ence's preparatory committee will begin? 


[Answer] Dr 'Ismat 'Abd-al-Majid is currently present in New York to carry 
out contacts with the member countries of the Security Conference. Egypt is 
in constant contact with Jordan and the Liberation Organization for the sake 
of concluding the preparations for holding this committee's preparatory 
meeting in the upcoming period as quickly as possible. One should bear in 
mind that the coming year has been made the year of "peace" and we hope that 
the international conference will be held as quickly as possible next year. 


[Question] Do you believe that the coming Shamir government will have a dif- 
ferent position regarding the international conference? 


[Answer] We deal with governments, not with persons. The agreement by the 
present president, Peres, to the holding of the international conference in 
our view is to be considered an international commitment on the part of the 
head of the national unity government, regardless of the composition of the 
Israeli government, which in its policies draws up outlines in agreement 
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between the Likud and the Labor Party during and after the successive as- 
sumption of the premiership by each. 


[Question] However, Yitzhak Shamir has declared his rejection of the notion 
of holding the international conference and has expressed his belief that 
1987 will be the year of failure for the peace efforts being exerted now. 
What is your opinion regarding this contradictory position in the Israeli 
party? What then will Egypt's role be? 


[Answer] The government of Israel, the government of national unity, gave 
agreement, in the person of its present premier, to the holding of the in- 
ternational conference. Mr Shimon Peres in his agreement is basing himself 
on two things: 


1. The confidence of the Knesset, when he presented this subject following 
his return from the United Nations. 


2. Written agreement by the United States to the international conference. 
The American conditions notwithstanding, the principle exists. 


[Question] What is Egypt's position regarding the Lebanese issue, especially 
since Israel's withdrawal from Lebanon has not been completed and one of 
Egypt's conditions for the return of its ambassador to Tel Aviv is that 
Israel evacuate the Lebanese territories in full? 


[Answer] You know the complicated circumstances surrounding the Lebanese 
problem and you know that Egypt is always on the side of the legitimate 
Lebanese authorities and supports and backs them and is against the presence 
of any foreign elements whatever their nationality or identity might be on 
Lebanese territory. 


If the legitimate Lebanese authorities lawfully permit any foreign elements 
to be present on their national soil, that is a matter which is up to the 
legitimate Lebanese authorities. 


[Question] What about the constant Israeli air raids on Lebanese territory? 


[Answer] We are against acts of violence and terror in all forms and mani- 
festations, whatever their source might be, and our view on this subject is 
clear and frank. 


[Question] But there was no Egyptian reaction and declared stand regarding 
the air activity against Lebanese territory recently! 


[Answer] Egypt's reactions to Israeli acts of aggression have always been 
characterized by a positive nature and forcefulness. For example, when Is- 
raeli airplanes committed aggression against Tunisia, Egypt's reaction was 
very forceful, because, through the peace agreement with Israel, it can ex- 
ert strong influence on it and this is consequently reflected on the normal- 
ization of relations between the two countries. 


[Question] If a terrorist operation occurs in some area and Palestinian mer- 
cenaries carry it out, what is Egypt's role in letting the world know that 
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the Palestinian people are not responsible for any terrorist activity car- 
ried out by mercenaries? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that the Cairo declaration signed by Egypt and 
the Palestine Liberation Organization condemns all terrorist activity and 
denies the responsibility of the Palestinian people and their legitimate 
representative for terrorism in all its forms outside the occupied territor- 
ies. Yasir ‘Arafat has made a commitment on behalf of the organization's 
struggle against international terrorism and we condemn all terrorist acti- 
vities outside the occupied territories and constantly assert that terrorism 
does not serve the Palestine cause and that terrorist activities which a 
Palestinian minority carries out do not of necessity mean that they repre- 
sent the viewpoint of the legitimate Palestinian authorities represented by 
the majority in the Liberation Organization. We in turn are constantly con- 
cerned to explain this cause to international and Israeli public opinion. 


[Question] What is your role in supporting the resistance by the people on 
the occupied territories? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that to support the inhabitants of the bank and 
the strip is to support their resistance and survival on their territory, so 
that we will be able to resolve the Palestine cause in a practical, honora- 
ble manner. 


We realize the special, difficult circumstances the people of the occupied 
territories are living under and we demand real measures on behalf of the 
attainment of political freedom, including freedom of expression, freedom of 
assembly and freedom of movement, not just a rise in the standard of Living, 
which is not everything in the Life of the Palestinian citizens. They can 
dispense with "cosmetic" measures which are not real ones leading to politi- 
cal freedom, as I pointed out. 


[Question] What is your view regarding yesterday's decree on the appointment 
of mayors by the Israeli authorities? 


[Answer] In my opinion, any Arab citizen who serves his citizens through 
municipal activities on the bank and the strip is preferable to any Israeli. 


[Question] Even though this appointment is imposed by the authorities and 
does not occur through free elections? 


[Answer] The holding of elections is preferable. That in my estimation de- 
pends on the type of person who assumes this task. If the person is "good" 
from all aspects and in the view of the various parties, he is preferable to 
other Israelis, because he is more aware of his people, their concerns, 
their "mentality" and their demands, since the situation is related to muni- 
cipal services in his city. 


[Question] There are some complaints from the people of the strip on the 
Egyptian measures they are suffering from at the Egyptian-Israeli borders. 
What is the nature of the contacts you are holding with your government on 
this matter to alleviate this suffering and these harrassments for them? 
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[Answer] We are always in great sympathy with the inhabitants of the strip, 
because they are part of the Arab people, although the Israeli authorities 
for security reasons impose a condition on people leaving for Egypt that 
they not return to the occupied territories before a specific period has 
elapsed, which they have set at 6 months in the case of people no older than 
26. There is no problem for people who are older in general. These problems 
are peripheral ones and will be resolved when the Palestine cause is re- 
solved definitively. 


[Question] What is your view regarding the Jordanian government's decision 
to hand out temporary passports to the people of the Gaza Strip? 


[Answer] If this is to the benefit of the people of Gaza, we welcome it, and 
any measures which are to the benefit of the Palestinians on the occupied 
territories. Egypt considers that since 1948 the Gaza Strip has been a trus- 
teeship and an "undertaking," and has preserved the "Palestinianness" of the 
strip. 


[Question] Does a specific percentage exist regarding the adnission of peo- 
ple from the Gaza Strip to Egyptian universities and institutes? 


[Answer] Egypt is now suffering from an inflation in population and popula- 
tion density. At the same time, as you know, it is suffering from economic 
and financial straits. We are trying to help the Palestinians and provide 
the people of the Gaza Strip in particular with sufficient places in our 
Egyptian institutes and universities as far as possible. Last year people 
from the strip, abroad and domestically, acquired a thousand positions in 
Egyptian universities. 


[Question] In your activity over a period of more than 6 years in a high 
position as an ambassador extraordinary for your country, have you through 
your meetings with Israeli officials observed a noticeable change in their 
position regarding the Palestine cause and the Liberation Organization in 
particular? 


[Answer] Let us be optimistic about the tangible ray of hope through the 
changes which the Israeli government's agreement on attendance at the inter- 
national conference, whether on the podium of the WJnited Nations or through 
the Alexandria conference, has entailed. 


[Question] When Israel declares that it will not recognize and will not meet 
with the Liberation Organization, is that evidence that this is indirect 
recognition of the organization on its part? 


[Answer] Most countries of the world have recognized the organization as a 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, it has diplomatic rep- 
resentation in all areas of the world and its legitimate presence is a prac- 
tical, tangible fact. Here is where the importance of getting the organiza- 
tion to take part in serious peace talks within the context of the coming 
international conference stands out. 


[Question] Do you have a final statement for the readers of AL-BAYADIR AL- 
SIYASI? 
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[Answer] In the name of God the most merciful and all-compassionate, I 
stress to my brothers the people of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip that 
Egypt stands heart and soul alongside the Palestinian Arab people's legiti- 
mate national rights and that it exerts its utmost efforts and powers for 
the sake of creating rapprochment between the Liberation Organization and 
Jordan in order to arrive at a just, comprehensive resolution to the Pales- 
tine cause. Peace is a noble objective and it merits our all exerting our 
efforts to realize prosperity and stability for the peoples of the region. 
May God give you all success, and peace and God's mercy and blessings be 
upon you. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


WAFDIST CRITIC FLAYS GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN AGAINST OPPOSITION 

Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 16 Oct 86 pp 1, 15 

(Article by Mustafa Shardi: "Our Accused 'Bird' and Your Noble Gangs!"] 
[Text] We are content with God and the bounties of his representative. 


Before I proceed with this discussion, let me say that this paper, which was 
born from the loins of the principles of the Wafd and turned these lofty 
principles into its lantern, which illuminates its path toward our national 
goals, and has known that its difficult path must first of all go in the 
direction of striking out at corruption and the pockets of rottenness in 
this country and in the direction of severing the hands which steal and 
plunder the sweat and livelihood of the oppressed people of Mgypt -- this 
paper, which is honored to bear the name of the Wafd and seeks to shelter 
itself with its morals and pure lofty conduct, cannot in any case accept 
aberrant behavior within itself and cannot in any way be content to have 
corruption penetrate the ranks of its people. The day AL-WAFD knows for a 
certainty that a person has become alienated from the principles in a moment 
of weakness, it will be the first one to make a true sacrifice of him at its 
own hand, not at the hand of others, and its bullets will reach him before 
the bullets of others, because it is its principles which dictate this deci- 
sion and because these many hands which are demonstrating today and boasting 
that they have devised the intensification of the plan to "score a hit" on 
an editor in AL-WAFD do not represent pure, chaste or honorable conditions 
which give them the opportunity to boast that they are truly engaging in 
striking out at aberrant behavior and protecting the society from corrup- 
tion. 


We are not defending Sa'id 'Abd-al-Kheliq, nor can we take the accusations 
of suspicious agencies which have been accustomed to, indeed have become 
professional in, trumping up cases against innocent people for granted. This 
careful devising of events, and this unusual onslaught and enthusiasm in 
execution, do not inspire confidence so much as they provoke doubt and sus- 
picion. In spite of that, we say that Sa'id 'Abd-al-Khaligq is an innocent 
person who has been accused, until his guilt or innocence are proved in the 
arena of the judiciary. We also say that the innocent, or guilty, Sa'id 
'Abd-al-Khaliq is just one individual out of a battalion of honorable 
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fighting men who issue this paper, which has become the ears and eyes and 
Egypt and which has been embraced by the trust of the masses to a degree 
where it has caused great anxiety, indeed panicked, the custodians of this 
regime and its leaders and handmaidens. This overwhelming trust on the part 
of the people, by which alone we are protected and defended, and to which we 
accept no alternative, this trust, I say, is the real target of the poisoned 
arrow which has been fired against the newspaper AL-WAF)D in the hope that it 
will penetrate its target and also go deep into the heart of the party of 
the Wafd, around which the nation is rallying and on which it is attaching 
its great hopes for salvation from the bottomless abyss on whose brink it 
has started to sit, thanks to those people who have followed one another and 
succeeded one another in inheritance over it, who have oppressed it, sup- 
pressed it and diminished it, politically, economically, socially and mili- 
tarily, and who have not desisted for a single day over more than 30 years 
from flogging it by the whip and pushing it to further fragmentation, dete- 
rioration and loss. 


We are not defending aberrant behavior and we cannot do so at any time; 
otherwise, we will come to resemble this existing regime, which talks a 
great deal about purity and integrity in speeches and articles, and which we 
all then find protecting aberrant conduct and hiding corruption, with swarms 
of aberrant persons and gangs of thieves and corrupt persons finding protec- 
tion within its ranks, and indeed see stealing the most precious thing any 
people in any nation large or small possess, which is the will of the nation 
and its constitutional right to choose its representatives and rulers. If 
the masses in Egypt have been surprised by the fact of the charge which has 
been directed at an editor on the newspaper AL-WAFD, these same masses have 
been greatly astonished by the media onslaught which has not been precedent- 
ed in the cases of serious bribery or in the cases of the waste of public 
money and the theft of the people's sweat, or even in the issues of the 
heart of the ruling regime. 


If the strange media onslaught has been dictated by the rancor of the custo- 
dians of the regime against the Wafd and its paper, we praise God greatly 
for this, because this rancor has afflicted them with blindness and has giv- 
en full rein to their customary stupidity, and they have not become atten- 
tive at the right time to the gazes of astonishment in people's eyes, which 
have soon been turned into gazes of doubt and suspicion, perhaps because 
these people's history of trumping up and falsifying cases is well known, 
full and deep-rooted. 


We do not accept corruption within our ranks and we do not defend people who 
act aberrantly. Rather, we tell the National Party, which is engaged in u- 
surping this nation's will, that we know much about your conspiracy against 
the Wafd since you started meeting to plan for it some months ago, we know 
that you have prepared the plans and set out the stages of execution, we 
know also that many other agencies besides the state security agency are 
contributing their resources, which greatly exceed the resources of the Mi- 
nistry of the Interior, to these operations, and we know that the goal of 
striking out at the Wafd Party and suffocating the roots of its overwhelming 
popularity, which are spreading deep within the masses at a speed that ter- 
rifies you, this goal, as far as the regime goes, has come to take prece- 
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dence over numerous other goals, such as the goal of regaining Taba and 
liberating the land of Egypt in full, and the goal of protecting the domes- 
tic front from the phalanxes of spies, agents and people seeking all infor- 
mation in Egypt who flow from Israel and elsewhere and the people who spread 
about in all sectors, even in the sewers. We are not amazed by this behavior 
on your part. Scum always returns to its old habits. You have become accus- 
tomed to make your agencies dominate the people of Egypt and not its ene- 
mies, and have become professional at inventing charges, conspiracies and 
tales, all this with documents and pictures always, against any front which 
opposes your practices inside Egypt and threatens your unstable seats, be- 
fore directing this professionalism, this professionalism and these tremen- 
dous resources, against the people who are lying in ambush against Egypt 
outside its borders. Do you want an uglier example than what happened in the 
Suez war and the terrible 1967 defeat when your reports prior to the two 
events asserted that there was no readiness for war on th2 part of the other 
party, then we were surprised, both times, to see the enemy on our land and 
in our streets? 


Do the people of Egypt ask for uglier proof of your professionalism at for- 
gery and fraud, through sound, pictures and documents, than what happened 
during the Consultative Assembly elections, when you drew lines up in front 
of the committees just for photography while dirty hands inside the commit- 
tees were filling boxes with cards the people had not touched, and arrogance 
brought you to the point, and your scorn for the will of the people brought 
you to the point, where you were so bold as to declare an impossible level 
of turnout, which was more than 120 percent of the number of voters? 


Once again I say that we know many details about your conspiracy, or the 
sequence of conspiracies you have drawn up in order to strike at the Wafd, 
and we know that the Sa'id 'Abd-al-Khaliq case is one instalment which will 
be followed by others that might differ in form and method but ultimately 
will coincide in rushing toward the target which has been drawn up, the 
fragmentation of the masses' trust in the Wafd Party. Indeed, we know that 
Zaki Badr, in whose era public security has witnessed its darkest days, has 
requested tremendous allocations to re-equip the prisons and build new ones 
in keeping with his security beliefs. The strange thing is that all his 
requests have been answered immediately and millions have been allocated to 
him while the people are fighting over chicken, handfuls of rice and pieces 
of soap. 


We know all that. God is the witness that no fear comes close to our hearts. 
If this is the hour of war the National Party, its government and the whole 
regime are launching against the Wafd, we say, "Welcome to the struggles, 
welcome to the prisons." Indeed, we say, "Welcome to the gallows." On behalf 
of delivering Egypt from its current painful bad conditions, people's lives 
are of no significance and martyrdom on behalf of the nation becomes a che- 
rished demand among all free persons. [ know fully that you realize by vir- 
tue of experience that prisons and gallows do not terrify anyone who defends 
his nation's freedom, and it is for that reason alone that your choice has 
fallen on the vilest of weapons, which is to sling mud at honorable men and 
stain the reputation of men of integrity. This weapon might indeed be terri- 
fying but the fact remains that history is vigilant and is not at all 
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negligent of what you are devising, and history will turn the mud back on 
the people who threw it and will pile it over their heads in dark pages. 
Moreover the fact remains that God's eyes are not closed; they are always 
watching dictators and tyrants and raging at them when the almighty glorious 
creator wants to prove to those he created that all tyrants have their time 
and that all dictators their hour, and that falsity has always been ephemer- 
al and the truth will triumph until judgment day. 


The misfortune of the people who sit on the seats of power always is that 
they ignore one fact, which is that these seats do not belong to anyone 
permanently and that the matter is God's first and last. Indeed, one of them 
hardly asks himself as he has been inundated in the splendor of rule and has 
become immersed in the pleasure of authority, where are the people who came 
before us, where are the people who sat on the same seat before me, what do 
the people say about them, what does history say about their actions, now 
that they have become mere rotting bones in the shadows of the graves? 





The misfortune of tyrants and oppressors in every era is that they reckon 
that their world has become congenial, that the earth has become stable un- 
der their feet and that the seats are stable, no matter what the rot, cor- 
ruption and ferment might be. I tell them that the situation always was that 
way, when tyrants become confident that they were in a region of safety and 
that fortresses, armor and aides surrounded them, when sudden adversity be- 
fell them like lightning, and the storm invaded their castles and fortress- 
es, they became like bygone times, and they lost the opportunity to repent 
and seek forgiveness. 


For a third, fourth or fifth, indeed thousandth, time, we say that we do not 
accept corruption within our own ranks and we cannot protect any aberrant 
conduct. We say also that we do not defend anyone, and do not accuse anyone. 
The matter is in the hand of God and the arena of the judiciary. However, we 
continue to have some observations, which we are not putting before the au- 
thorities because they are a vindictive adversary which has been blinded by 
anger. Rather, we are putting them before the people of Egypt who alone are 
of full devotion and faithfulness. 


We will assume for the sake of argument that an editor in AL-WAFD newspaper 
has acted aberrantly or that a member of the Wafd Party has been afflicted 
by a mist from the torrents of aberrance and corruption which are abundantly 
flowing from many places in this country. Does this mean that the whole 
paper has acted aberrantly and that all the attacks against corruption that 
it has published and will publish in the future are mere allegations and 
lies, as the government media have been trying to persuade the people 
throughout the past week? 


We ask the people who are launching the noxious mad campaign of accusations 
and we ask Musa Sabri specifically about a specific incident, all of whose 
details he knows that I know. Indeed, I want him to admit before all the 
people of Egypt how strange, indeed how extremely odd, his position was, the 
day the editor in chief of a weekly newspaper issued by the Akhbar al-Yawm 
organization presented to him, as its board chairman, notification concern- 
ing a serious incident, that a deputy editor in chief on this paper had 
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received a bribe of 450,000 pounds from a number of real properties which 
had been erected in violation of the law. 


I tell Musa Sabri, and I hope that he will have the courage to reply: 


The editor in chief, in his notification, which he presented to you, proved 
that his deputy indeed did receive the bribe, which was close to half a 
million pounds, and that he started to publish some reports in executing the 
agreement, and he asked you to inform the office of the prosecutor, to pro- 
tect the honor of the profession which you claim to love and about which you 
talk a great deal. Indeed, the editor in chief reminded you that he had 
presented you with a number of previous notices about bribes the same editor 
had received in the years in which you were chairman of the board, in Akhbar 
al~Yawm specifically. It happened more than once that the editor in chief 
suspended this bribe-taking journalist from working and prevented him from 
writing his weekly column, but at no time were you in agreement with the 
measure, on grounds that you were the chairman of the board, with the result 
that the unfortunate editor in chief was compelled to write a famous article 
of his on "the pauper who turned into a millionaire." 


The question remains: What did you do, Musa, in the face of the editor in 
chief's notice, which asked you to inform the office of the prosecutor? What 
I know is that the journalist who had amassed millions in unlawful funds 
squirreled it away and was just given a vacation without pay for a period of 
a year, so that people's spirits would calm down! 


The office of the prosecutor was not notified, nor was the office of the 
investigator of public funds, and not a single question was directed at that 
journalist! 


There was no callup of state security, the general intelligence agency, the 
prosecutor of public funds and half a dozen other agencies which took part 
in the AL-WAFD newspaper operation, which was aimed at striking at people's 
confidence in it, and consequently at striking at the party in whose name it 
speaks, after it had led the masses along with the other opposition parties 
to a successful, effective, painful people's boycott of the regime during 
the Consultative Assembly elections. 


On this occasion, I say that the people of Egypt possess great intelligence 
and there is no doubt that they have realized the true goal behind the Sa'id 
"Abd-al-Khaliq stor, and why the timing was set at Wednesday afternoon spe- 
cifically, after the issue which comes out Thursday morning had been conm- 
pleted. That issue contained intensive information and pictures of the truth 
of what went on the day of the Consultative Assembly elections, a fact which 
damns Zaki Badr and his agencies, indeed damns the whole government, since 
it is responsibile for the ministers' mistakes. 


In spite of everything Musa Sabri said against us during this campaign, and 
the numerous pages he has written in his own handwriting, we will not allow 
ourselves to say that a given bribe-taking journalist, or another one under 
a stigma, represents the thousands of honorable employees in the Akhbar al- 
Yawm organization, one of whose sons I remain up to now, no matter what its 
defamed writer might have said. 
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IT have still other observations which I will not set before the authorities 
because, once again, they are a vindictive adversary who has been blinded by 
black anger. Rather, we will set all our observations and papers before the 
great loyal people of Egypt who possess a rare sense that is not mistaken 
and always helps them distinguish between truth and falsehood. 


Once again, we will assume for the sake of argument that a member of the 
Wafd Party has been accused of aberrant conduct, or even that his aberrant 
conduct has been proved. Does that mean that the whole party is aberrant and 
that the broad masses throughout Egyptian territory are aberrant? 


The National Party and its writers, and the government and its agencies, 
have tried to defame the Wafd in the course of the past week on srounds that 
Sa'tid 'Abd-al-Khaliq is not just part of the editorial family of the newspa- 
per AL-WAFD but that before that he was a member of the great Wafd Party, 
and on the basis of that the Wafd has become a party which does not fight 
corruption but includes aberrant persons among its members! 


I do not imagine that I need to prove that the attempt to exploit Sa'id 
'"Abd-al-Khaliq's membership in the party is an evil, base attempt on the 
part of everyone who has taken part in it, and there is no doubt that the 
masses have taken note of it and ridiculed it at the same time. 


Rather, what truly draws attention is that it is the National Party, and its 
government, specifically, which falsified the People's Assembly elections 
then acted corruptly as it falsified the Consultative Assembly elections, 
that is making this ludicrous charge, which logic cannot accept. It did all 
this in front of the people, in broad daylight, and was not embarrassed when 
it proceeded to publish and broadcast pictures and television movies, giving 
people who did not go to the elections the illusion that others had gone, 
indeed, almost giving them the illusion that they had gone and supported the 
National Party but had not been aware of it! 


Indeed, I can say, if the Wafd, and any other opposition party, God forbid, 

contains "groups" of aberrant members in its ranks, the National Party, spe- 
cifically, is the last to have the right to direct charges of aberrant con- 

duct and corruption at others. 


Does the National Party, which most unfortunately and sorrowfully is ruling 
Egypt, want us to talk to it about the "sectors" of corruption which have 
formed within it, dominate its government and turn the party in the direc- 
tion they want? 


Does the honorable, chaste, pure National Party, which saved Kgypt from all 
its problems, and which the Egyptians, even those who were dead or had emi- 
grated, mobbed to elect on Consultative Assembly day by a level in excess -f 
120 percent -- does this party want us to open some files on it, for exan- 
ple, just as reference, not being all-inclusive or enumerating and going 
into detail? 


Shall we talk, for example, as an example, about Mahmud Sulayman, the Na- 
tional Party deputy, one of its most prominent members in Alexandria, who is 
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now in prison serving a penalty of hard labor for life, after the charge of 
dealing in narcotics was proved against him? Or shall we talk about Tawfigq 
'Abd-al—Hayy, the shining star of the National Party, who has now fled a- 
broad, after having stolen the money of banks and given the people of Egypt 
rotten chicken to eat? Or shall we proceed to discuss al-Hajj Rashad 'Uth- 
man, whom the former late head of the National Party urged to look after 
Alexandria, so that there he was, working on the urging and there were his 
penetrating National Party powers, enabling him to amass tens of millions in 
a few years? 


Shall we talk to you, gentlemen, about the stories of Mustafa al-Sa'id, his 
tales with the socialist public prosecutor, and that incisive, stringent 
ruling which compelled the authorities forcibly to remove him from the min- 
istry, so that here he is retaining all his party leadership positions, in- 
deed still is member of the National Party's political bureau, and one of 16 
higher leaders who dominate this party, while the socialist public prosecu- 
tor is summoning him for investigation and seeking the aid of the president 
and the chief of the National Party in order that Mustafa al-Sa'id will 
appear before him, though Mustafa al-Sa'id shrugs his shoulders in front of 
the public each time and says, "I will not go to him?" 


Shall we talk to you, gentlemen of the National Party, and talk to your 
press, writers, agencies and government, about Rif'at al-Mahjub, the son of 
arrogant persons, who stood under the rotunda of parliament, admitting his 
serious involvement in the scandal of the new Qasr al-'Ayni building, conm- 
paring himself to the prophets of Jerusalem, as if the prophets, I ask God 
forgiveness, committed such mistakes and cardinal sins, over which a per- 
son's brow would turn moist! 


On the subject of al-Mahjub, gentlemen and writers of the National Party, 
didn't you, the day of the sentencing of his brother, the leader of the gang 
of four, three of whom were from the al-Mahjub family, persist in thinking 
that the older brother had nothing to do with the younger one, in spite of 
the buildings and projects in which they participated together, and that the 
older one had not asked his younger brother where he got the millions at a 
time when he was a minor government official with a limited income? 


The younger al-Mahjub and his gang gave more than 508 million pounds back to 
the smugglers, and it is clear that that was not for the sake of God or in 
the public interest, but an attempt at unlawful gain. Nonetheless, you per- 
sisted in thinking that the oider one had nothing to do with his brother, 
and you proceeded to keep saying that no soul laden bears the burden of 
another. In the Sa'id 'Abd-al-Khaliq operation, just the charge being di- 
rected against him, which is unproved so far, means that the whole Wafd 
Party protects corruption and that its newspaper is corrupt and prints only 
lies! 


Shall we open all the files on your behalf, chaste honorable gentlemen, and 
shall we talk for example about the fortunes of the "ladies," the relatives 
of the "ladies" and the brothers of the "ladies?" 


God forbid that a single reader think that the tremendous corruption which 
has become rampant and has dominated the National Party, its government and 
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most of its agencies would justify the presence of a single speck of dust on 
the head of any member of the Wafd Party or an editor in its newspaper. 


God forbid that the reader think that the presence of swarms of corrupt 
persons, aberrant persons, opportunists and beneficiaries in the ranks of 
the ruling party would justify the Wafd's being silent about any stain which 
might besmirch the conduct of one of its members or make our deep-rooted 
party, the party of lofty principles and high morality, accept the aberrant 
conduct of a single member of the editorial family of its paper. 


Once again, we say, we are content with God and the bounties of his repre- 
sentative. 


We say that, because he who is in heaven and has created all mankind is more 
knowledgeable about what their hearts harbor, he is the one who has warned 
his people against the pursuit of tyranny and oppression, he is the one who 
threatens tyrants and oppressors with painful torment, and he is the one who 
knows that these pens which are in our hands are honorable ones, do not 
speak out of caprice and are not unsheathed except in defense of the nation, 
and out of the struggle on behalf of its freedom. Almighty omnipotent God 
knows that we are standing in the arena and have become armed with our faith 
in the blessed almighty, with our pens alone and with the trust of the peo- 
ple, which is our only armor. We have no other weapons, and do not accept 
any weapon except that of word, opinion and dialogue. 


We stand over the land of Egypt, cry out with the word of truth in the face 
of falsehood, and with it fight the tyrannical oprressors, we know well that 
this holy war is for the sake of God and know also that there are swords, 
daggers and spears in the hands of tyrants, but what is certain within all 
of us is that death for the sake of our nation, and our goals, at these 
people's hands, is precious martyrdom which we hope for and demand. 


11887 
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MAURITANIA 


RIVER PROJECT TYPIFIES NEW EMPHASIS ON AFRICAN AGRICULTURE 
Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in German: 2 Aug 86 p 11 
[Article by Stefan Klein: "Dams as Last Hope"] 


[Text] Russo, July--Farmer Ellembitaleb Soueidina has given up hope. The 
drought which has lasted in this part of Mauritania for over 10 years--the 
worst in the memory of man, say the people in Russo--has robbed him of 

any illusion that someday it will rain again as before. He has abandoned 
traditional agricultural methods--rainfall-dependent cultivation and 

flood irrigation methods on the banks of the Senegal River--and is now 
banking entirely on artificial irrigation. Some 2 years ago he joined 63 
other families and began in irrigation project, which is worked collectively, 
on a tributary of the Senegal. Vegetables, rice and corn are grown. An 
international aid organization provided the diesel pump. 


What began there on a small scale is soon to dominate the Senegal Valley 
on a grand scale. The Senegalese-Malian-Mauritanian Senegal River Develop- 
ment Organization is constructing, with Arab and Western money, two dams 
by means of which thousands of hectares of arable land are to be irrigated. 
One of them, called Diama (near the river's mouth on Senegalese territory), 
is completed and appears to be already fulfilling its primary function: 
namely, to hold back the salt water flooding in from the sea and thus to 
ensure the suitability of the Senegal's waters for irrigation projects. 

The other one, the Manantali Dam (on Malian territory), which is to fill 

a mighty reservoir, is expected to go into service in 2 years. 


Before the Great Drought... 


The tricountry project represents for Mauritania the last hope, as it were. 
Whatever objections one may raise in regard to this undertaking based on 
the many bad experiences in Africa with dam and irrigation projects--for 
Mauritania it is the only opportunity to arrest a development which will 
lead to ruinous food imports and to dependence upon foreign food assistance. 
There was indeed a time before the great drought when Mauritania could 
feed itself: With grain production of about 110,000 tons per year as well 
as the meat and milk from the nomadic cattle economy, it had all the 
necessities of life. Since the drought dramatically reduced the cattle 
herds, an increased grain production would have been called for--but the 
opposite was the case. 
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Present food requirements amount to 250,000 tons, but in 1983 only 4 per- 
cent of this was satisfied by domestic production, and 7 percent in 1984. 
Just last year, after it had rained again somewhat, 57,000 tons were 
produced after all--which is not all bad, but nonetheless only one-fifth of 
that which is needed. Even for African circumstances that is a dramatic 
discrepancy between debit and credit. The gap must be bridged by food aid 
(120,000 tons in 1984), as well as with commercial imports. At approxi- 
mately 40 percent of total imports, food importation is the most important 
single item, which is another way of saying that precious foreign reserves 
must be spent for something which could be produced domestically. 


To change this situation is the purpose of the irrigation projects in the 
Senegal Valley, by means of which it is hoped to become self-sufficient in 
the area of food production by the year 2000. This would provide relief 
for the country's economy as a whole: Its malaise is characterized by a 
national debt in Africa. Debt servicing is correspondingly high: In 

1984 it consumed 30 percent. last year 35 percent of export proceeds. 


Too Much Staked On Iron Ore 


This development is self-inflicted to the extent that for too iong every- 
thing was staked on one export product which, as a result of the worldwide 
steel crisis, was subject to a serious fall in price: iron ore. For years 
the most important earner of foreign reserves by far, iron ore has been 
overtaken in the interim by the export of fish products, which by now 
account for 60 percent of export proceeds. The growing importance of fish 
exports is all the more significant since an uncertain future looms ahead 
for Mauritanian iron ore. 


For the most part, the deposits with attractive iron contents of 65 percent 
are depleted. What is now being mined is the so-called "lean ore" with an 
iron content of only 37 percent. It must, to avoid transport costs 
entailing heavy losses, be refined up to 65 percent. That, however, means 
higher production costs and concomitant competitive disadvantages in 
relation to the competition from Brazil where they are mining high-grade 
ore and have correspondingly lower costs, 


Ore mining will, to be sure, continue to play a role in Mauritania, but 

that it will be by no means as large as before can be seen as well in the 
priorities which have been established in the 3-year economic reform 
program which has been worked out with the World Bank and the IMF. In it, 
the development of agriculture has been given precedence for the first time. 
In addition, investments are to be made in small- and medium-sized enter- 
prises. Gone are the days when one let oneself be talked into senseless 
prestige projects which today are investment ruines testifying to the false 
ambition of a poor developing country: a sugar refinery in the capital 
Nouakchott and an oil refinery in the port city of Nuadhibou. 


The oil refinery, which cost $120 million and was a Mauritanian-Algerian 
joint venture, was supposed to refine imported Algerian crude oil for 
export, but to date has stood idle more than it has been in operation. It 
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has never operated profitably. Although the Algerians are said to have 
just given $14 million for repair of the facility, the chances that it 
will ever fulfill its purpose, in the view of one foreign economic expert 
in Nouakchott, "especially in view of the fallen oil prices, amount to 
nothing.'"' No less gloomy the prospects for the sugar refinery, which has 
not yet gone into operation because the sugar cane plantations which were 
to supply it were never established. 


After such escapades a reform and consolidation course (in essence, dictated 
by the IMF) has now been embarked upon whose social hardships could, to 
date, only be counterbalanced by the popularity of the man who instituted 
this turnabout in economic policy: Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya. 
After his much-applauded bloodless coup of 12 December 1984, he succeeded, 
with adroit measures, in considerably improving the domestic political 
climate. Thus, he declared a general amnesty for all political prisoners 
as well as the political opposition which had fled abroad. In addition, 

he strove for the integration of the Moors and [black--text missing] 
groups, which, although numerically approximately equal, are very different 
in their social positions and influence. 


For centuries the blacks formed the lowest stratum of slaves in the 
rigidly-structured social organization of the "white'' Moors, and even 

today they are, as "harratins" or freed slaves, still to a certain extent 
in a state of dependency. Taya, a Moor like all the other four heads of 
state before him, has for the first time given greater consideration to 

the blacks in the dispensing of offices in the military and government 
apparatuses. He thereby defused a problem which in the past has repeatedly 
been responsible for tensions which have often led to disturbances. 
Demonstrations by blacks who protested in the streets of Nouakchott against 
the domination of the Moors and against their attempts to arabicize the 
education system, were at any rate no rarity. 


This race problem is intimately connected with the position of Mauritania 
as a transitional country between Arab and Black Africa, as in general 
its geographic location bears the seeds of conflict within itself. In the 
northwest there is a long common border with the former Spanish Province 
of Western Sahara, that inhospitable territory consisting almost entirely 
of desert but rich in phosphorus in whose postcolonial turmoil Mauritania 
became involved. After the Spaniards gave up their overseas province in 
1976, Morocco and Mauritania divided the territory among themselves and 
thus became involved in a war with the liberation movement "Frente 
Polisario,'" which is supported by Algeria and considers itself to be the 
true heir to the Western Sahara. 


Burdening a poor country with this ruinous and unpopular war was the fatal 
error of Mauritania's first state president, Mokhtar Ould Daddah (in office 
from 1960 to 1978). It was also held against him that he closely cooperated 
with Morocco, which at the time was secretly suspected by many Mauritanians 
of having designs on their country, in this unnecessary military adventure. 
Following the fall of Ould Daddah and the seizure of power by a military 
committee, the pendulum then swung to the other side. Under the new 








strong-man Khouna Ould Haidalla, Mauritania gave up its claims to the 

Western Sahara, withdrew from the war, recognized the "Democratic Republic 
of the Sahara" proclaimed by Polisario, restored diplomatic relations with 
Algeria which had been broken off in 1976, and broke them off with Morocco. 


After these foreign policy somersaults Mauritania has now proceeded under 
Taya to a policy of moderation which one Western diplomat describes with 
the expression "equidistance from Algiers and Rabat." In the context of 
the Western Saharan conflict this means that neither of the two warring 
parties, Morocco or Polisario, is given military support or even the right 
to use Mauritanian territory. The latter is especially meant for the 
guerrillas of Polisario and represents-~as a kind of contribution to the 
normalization of relations--a goodwill gesture towards Morocco's King 
Hassan, but has hardly any practical meaning: Mauritania, namely, is not 
at all in a position to control its border with Western Sahara. 


In spite of its neutral position, Mauritania's security, as is said in 
diplomatic circles, remains "constantly threatened by the incalculable 
risks of the continuing desert war on its northern border." Imponderables 
from without, a difficult economic situation within--Taya has to battle 

on two fronts at once. He is still drawing upon his popularity and also 
upon the fact that he has been lucky in his decisions to date. In any case 
he appears to feel strong enough to honor at last an old promise of the 
military, made back in 1978: that is, to hold free elections. This year 
already,there are to be municipal elections, and then for next year there 
are parliamentary elections scheduled. 


This democratization plan attests to a degree of political stability, but 
it is overshadowed by the fundamental dangers, undiminished in their 
magnitude, of drought and devastation. The life-threatening process which 
is going on there is interfering so massively and destructively with 
Mauritania's traditional structures that everyday politics often seems to 
be only a peripheral phenomenon. 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


IRREGULARITIES IN MOLASSES SALES--Khartoum, 11 Oct (SUNA)--The Sudan has lost 
10 million dollars due to the malpractices in the molasses sales, a report 
prepared by a specialized committee, said. Industry Ministry Mubarak ‘Abdallah 
al-Fadil has submitted the report to the Attorney General to take the legal ac- 
tions against some local and foreign companies dealing in molasses exports. 
[Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 11 Oct 86 p 7] /7358 


CEREAL PRICES--Khartoum, 14 Oct (SUNA)--New prices for wheat, dura and ground- 
nuts were announced yesterday. The prices are to be LS. 55 for groundnuts per 
quintal, LS. 70 per ardeb, two sacks, for dura and LS 770 for wheat per tonne. 
[Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English i4 Oct 86 p 2] /7358 


CUBAN SUGAR FROM USSR--Khartoum, 9 Oct (SUNA)--The sugar which is decided to be 
imported from the Soviet Union in the context of the protocol signed between the 
two countries is Cuban produced, Foreign Trade General Manager at the Commerce 
Ministry ‘Umar 'Ali ‘Umar told SUNA. He added that the protocol stipulated the 
importation of quantity of sugar cane from the Soviet Union at a total cost of 
$10 million. Regarding lentils importation, ‘Umar noted that the Ministry 

would not import a Soviet lentils because its quality differs from the quality 
the Sudanese consumers adapted to. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in 
English 9 Oct 86 p 6] /7358 


HIGHWAY LINK WITH EGYPT--Khartoum, 7 Oct (SUNA)--Housing Minister Muhammad 
Tahir al-Jaylani said Monday that the study regarding Port Sudan-Hala'ib high- 
way has been finalized and that the Ministry is seeking implementing it. He 
added that the road would complete Cairo-Hala'ib highway which links the 
Sudanese-Egyptian roads network. al-Jaylani noted that the Ministry had con- 
tacted last September the Egyptian officials where the Egyptian Transport 
Minister had voiced readiness to cooperate in this regard. On the other hand, 
Jaylani said the Ministry is currently preparing a study for modernizing 
Suwakin-Tokar road. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 7 Oct 86 
pp 5-6] /7358 
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TUNISIA 


BACCOUCHE DISCUSSES DESTOURIAN SOCIALIST IDEOLOGY 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 19-25 Jul 86 pp 19-22 


[Interview with Hedi Baccouche, leader of the Destourian Socialist Party 
in Tunis, by Bakr 'Uwaydah: 'Where Is the Destourian Socialist Party 
Headed? In a Long Interview Hedi Baccouche Tells AL-TADAMUN: 'The Army 
Will Not Make Policy and the Opposition Parties Will Not Govern'"] 


[Text] We do not have a written ideology because we operate in accordance 
with oral principles. However, Bourguibism is the ideology to which we 
are committed. Those who have left the party to form other parties may 
return whenever they wish, with the exception of those who have been 
convicted of crimes. There is no truth to rumors that Tunisia will join 
the "Free World." It will maintain balanced international relations, and 
we will be in the non-aligned camp. 


Although he is only 56, Mr Hedi Baccouche, head of the Destourian Socialist 
Party, is a seasoned veteran whose life has been intertwined with that 

of the party for the past 40 years. In fact, his association with the 
party goes back exactly 40 years, when he became a member in 1946; this 

was before he was 17 years old. Among Destourians Mr Baccouche is known 

as a proud member of the party, who is not narrow-minded about other move- 
ments. I noticed this during the meetings I had with him, in which he 

had kind words for Tunisians who were not members of the Destourian Party. 
Baccouche is also known as a person who sticks to his position when he 
thinks he is right. The possibility that he may leave his position of 
responsibility in the party and become a Destourian who lives his life 

as an ordinary citizen does not make him waver in his convictions. That 
happened once, and he found himself outside all positions of public service 
related to the party or the government. He then returned to the party as 
an official when that became necessary. Furthermore, Baccouche is 
recognized both within and outside the party for what are known to party 
workers as "organizational skills." While serving as Tunisia's ambassador 
to Algeria (a post he held from August 1982 to March 1984) he was called 
upon to take over the leadership of the party. The party was suffering 
from organizational weakness, and was losing members. With his organizational 
gifts Baccouche succeeded in restoring the party's vitality. He was also 
successful in working out compromises which allowed some capabilities and 
symbols that had left the party to be restored to its ranks. 
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We should point out that the Destourian Party post of "party chief," which 
is somewhat unique, at least among Arab parties, is nonetheless a position 
of no less importance than the party's secretary general, because the 
person who occupies the post is presumed to be the organizational compass 
who determines the party's course and organizational strength. 


The following is a transcript of a long talk with Baccouche held by 
AL-TADAMUN in order to find out about the party's experiences, ideas, and 
position on a large number of political and party matters. 


[Question] The Socialist Party has been criticized as being a party 
without an ideology. Despite its long history--it is one of the oldest 
parties in the Arab world--it does not have a comprehensive intellectual 
or ideological framework to hold it together. Would you care to comment 
on this on the basis of your party experiences? 


[Answer] Political parties in Tunisia and other developing countries are 
characterized by three features: practical application, modus operandi, 
and outlook. These three things together constitute a party's general 
course, and its ideology. But the Destourian Socialist Party has 
absolutely no written ideology for us to apply and adhere to. We believe 
that action precedes ideology and, in fact, determines ideology. If 
there has to be a written ideology, then the party's plans, and President 
Bourguiba's speeches could constitute the ideology. But we reiterate 
that Lestourians believe that action precedes ideology based on the holy 
Koranic passage "Say: ‘Work; and God and His messenger and the believers 
will surely see your work'" [Qur'an, Tawbah (Repentance), verse 105]. 

We do not take our ideology from a book. Rather, we try to derive it 
from reality. When our party was founded our country faced many problems, 
there was the issue of colonialism, and indifference to our Arab and 
Islamic values. We also inherited backwardness, poverty, and many other 
problems from colonialism. This is a fact which we had to face. Here 
the party's view becomes clear. The solution is independence, freedom, 
dignity, revival, and justice. But these things can only be attained 
with national unity, resistance, and reconciliation. This is our outlook 
and our ideology. If I may continue, let me point out that on the day 
that Bourguiba signed the autonomy charter he said, "We have achieved one 
goal. Our next goal is independence. When we achieve independence, the 
next goal will be evacuation." More than any other Tunisian leader, 
Bourguiba called on the Tunisian people to sacrifice their Lives, endure 
imprisonment, and serve as martyrs. In the course of our struggle we 
pursued politics as well as fought. We used the language of strength, 
resistance, and intimidation in the mountains, while we used the language 
of diplomacy and politics at international conferences. Bourguiba was 
able to speak two languages: the language of resistance in the mountains 
and the language of resistance in the cities. We operated both ways. After 
independence Bourguiba said, "The lesser 'jihad' is finished and now we 
are embarking on the greater 'jihad'." The greater "jihad" is the battle 
to achieve progress. 
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Therefore, let me say that our ideology consists of the goals that we 
perceive. The Marxists have a fixed ideology and they have tried to 
transform it from idea to reality. We, on the other hand, formulate 

our ideology from reality, and from national goals which concern all the 
people. National independence is an ideology. Putting an end to 
backwardness is an ideology. The entire experience under Bourguiba 
constitutes a methodological-ideological school. 


[Question] But every political movement has a source or leader. The 
religious movement considers the holy Qur'an its ideology. The Arab 
nationalists considered the writings of Sati' al-Husri and Constantine 
Zurayq their authoritative source. The same thing applies to the.Marxists, 
Ba'thists, and others. What do potential members of the Destourian 
Socialist Party read? What is their authoritative source? How do you 
educate members? Other parties usually determine their positions on 
domestic, international, and general human affairs on the basis of 

their ideology. You said that action precedes ideology. That may be 
true during the pre-independence stage, but after independence isn't it 
necessary to have an intellectual framework based on Bourguiba's program 
which can be called the Destourian Socialist Party ideology? 


[Answer] Bourguibite-Destourians have opinions on all of these matters. 
Economics, national and regional matters, liberation, steadfastness--opinions 
on all of these issues have been written and published in the president's 
speeches, in the press, and on television. Someday we may call this 
Bourguibism. We have a position in which not one but dozens of people 
believe. Our party does not depend on upholding principles, but rather 

on day to day practice. Our ideology is not metaphysical. We may actually 
be too advanced for people who live in metaphysics and forget reality. 

Over the last 50 years a Bourguibite-Destourian school has been formed 
which deals with the goals being sought by individuals and by the nation 

as a whole. These goals are nationhood, populism, and progress. 


[Question] Those who follow Tunisian affairs know that there are many 
movements within the Destourian Party. There are those whose sympathies 
are directed toward the concept of pan-Arabism, there are Marxists, there 
are those who joined the Trotskyite movement for a while, and there is 
the religious movement. How do you explain this? 


[Answer] One feature of Bourguibism is that it can borrow aspects of 

other ideologies that do not conflict with it. Bourguibism believes in 
nationalism, but it does not believe that countries which are worth zero, 
or less than zero, should merge. We do not believe that these countries 
should merge because zero is not worth anything. Adding zero to zero is 
meaningless. Therefore, we believe that there can be no real unity without 
supporting the existing entities. By "support," I do not mean keeping 

them closed, but helping them to become a component that can be joined 

with others. If you were poor and ignorant, and unable to work, how could 
you join with another person? We cannot achieve unity until Egypt is Egypt, 
Syria is Syria, and Libya is Libya. When I go to Syria or Iraq or Egypt, 
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I feel as though I were in a single country with customs, traditions, and 
everything. Yet, despite that, it is a mistake for us to plan for a great 
union when there is no unity among the cities. That is what I have to 

say about unity. We understand nationalism. I feel as though I am part 
of this community, that I am an Arab. The difficulty is not in awareness, 
but in planning for unity. It is not enough for me to make speeches, 
unequivocally telling the Palestinians or the Yemenis that I am an Arab. 
That is a waste of time. We must devise practical formulas to advance 

the cause of Arabism. Nationalism is not just slogans. This also applies 
to Islam. To be a Muslim it is not enough to recite the "shahadah." A 
Muslim needs knowledge, education, and labor in order to practice Islam 
properly in the 20th century. 


Yes, we have an Islamic faction, a nationalist faction, and a leftist 
faction in the party. President Bourguiba once said, "The difference 
between me and Marx is that Marx had an opinion, and he called on the 
people to implement it. I started with reality, and helped the people 
achieve sovereignty, and put an end to exploitation and poverty. I 
eliminated discrimination and destroyed the class system even before 
class differences arose." 


[Question] This brings us to the phenomenon of Destoucians who have 
turned against the party and created independent movements. 


[Answer] No one has ever turned against the party for sectarian or 
ideological reasons. Some left, or were removed, for political reasons. 


[Question] You yourself withdrew from the party for a period of time. 
You worked in the diplomatic corps and in private industry. In other 
words, you did not break with the party. But some others have left 

the party to form new parties. Does this mean that a sharp disagreement 
between them and the party caused the political split? 


[Answer] I consider character in the broad sense important. I do not 
believe that people can change their convictions the way they change 

their clothes. Furthermore, I and others belong to a certain generation, 

a generation that believes in Tunisia, and in a means to Tunisia's 
liberation and progress. This means was introduced by the party and by 
Bourguiba. Therefore, I say that it would be impossible for someone 

who has participated in this experiment, and who committed himself to it, 
to participate in some other experiment. Commitment is sacred. We have 
strong feelings for, and a strong bond with, those who have died as martyrs. 
Therefore, when I left the party I did not try to form a political movement 
on the basis of circumstances, or a movement in conflict with the essence 
of what I had chosen to adopt. I believe that those who form new movements 
will become more isolated than they were with the original forces. 


[Question] Can we say that the circumstances at the time of the founding 
of the Destourian Party--the circumstances of national liberation--allowed 
it to become a receptacle for various movements, such as a nationalist 
movement, a leftist movement, and a religious movement? 
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[Answer] Those movements,which are based on theories, exclude people 
from the party and exclude us from them. Yes, the party has within it 
many movements--nationalist, leftist, and religious. It has the best 
of what theleft has to offer, the best of what the nationalists have to 
offer, and so forth. 


[Question] Is there room for those who turned against the party to 
return? 


[Answer] There is room for many of them if they desire to return, because 
we do not in principle reject people who join democratic or socialist 
parties. We currently have democrats, socialists and religious people 
among our members. Although it might be difficult for us to allow certain 
people to return, for personal reasons, political differences can be 
overcome. 


[Question] Is every Tunisian, regardless of his political past, welcome 
in the party? 





[Answer] The party is open to all Tunisians. We have accepted people 
from the Communist Party, and they have joined our party without difficulty. 





[Question] I have often heard Destour:7ns say that Bourguiba is the party 
and the party is Bourguiba. What does this mean? 


[Answer] Bourguiba is the prime factor in our unity. There is Bourguiba 
and there is Bourguibism, which consists of the principles and goals set 
forth by Bourguiba. 


[Question] Does saying that serve only to honor President Bourguiba, 
or does it go beyond that to the complete belief that the party is 
Bourguibism? 


[Answer] Over the last 50 years President Bourguiba has set forth 
principles and founded the party. The principles are realistic, because 
one of President Bourguiba's characteristics is his realism. He does 
not live in a fantasy world. 


[Question] This brings us to the question of the party after Bourguiba. 
What assurances are there that the party will remain cohesive and continue 
to grow in Tunisia in accordance with Bourguibism after Bourguiba? 


[Answer] As I said, Bourguibism is a set of national, republican, and 
populist goals, and it is a method for achieving and implementing those 
goals. Tunisia has had the good fortune to have Bourguiba deliver this 
message to all the people. Every Tunisian finds the ingredients of this 
Bourguibism in everyday life and in the book. I therefore believe that 
the values of Bourguibism have deeply penetrated generations of Tunisians. 
When we speak with those who most vigorously oppose us, such as government 
officials, we find that they are ardent supporters of Bourguibism in its 
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theoretical and political sense. Bourguiba has spurred the renaissance 

in society and he considers economic renaissance and intellectual renaissance 
important. He has his program of standing up for foreigners without ignoring 
the importance of being open to them. He fiercely maintains his distinctive 
personality and does not fall apart in front of foreigners. So let me ask 
you, "Has Bourguiba achieved the goals he has called for, or not? Have 

we achieved independence? Has the military evacuation taken place or not? 

Is Tunisia a modern nation or not? Is it developing or not?" Bourguiba 
spoke about these goals and achieved them, while other leaders have been 
flops. As Bourguiba says, "There is a deficiency in the application." In 
the organization of his life and thought Bourguiba has not made any mistakes. 
He did not have "one foot in Tunis and the other foot somewhere else." 

What I am trying to say is that Bourguibism, with its values of justice and 
good, will remain a beacon for everyone who wants to work for Tunisia's 
well-being. 


[Question] Does this mean that after Bourguiba, Destourians will not come 
from the party, and with Destourian legitimacy <zhe essence of Bourguibism 
will be abolished? 


[Answer] I believe that after Bourguiba is gone the Destourians and 
other Tunisians will preserve it. 


[Question] If Tunisian independence is one of the most important principles 
of Bourguibism, what is the explanation of the oft-repeated expression 
"joining the free world" which appears in most Destourian literature, 

since what is meant by the "free world" is the Western camp and its leader, 
the United States? Can you offer an explanation? 


[Answer] There may be some who repeat this expression, but it is not 

true. What is true is that we are in the non-aligned movement, and we 

have ongoing relations with the Eastern bloc in the economic and educational 
spheres, and we have industrial cooperation. We also have relations with 
the Western world and with Africa, the Arab world, and the Islamic world. 


[Question] Speaking of your relations with the Eastern bloc, you have 
apparently attended your first Soviet Communist Party congress. Why 
weren't relations between the Destourian Party and the Soviet Communist 
Party established earlier? 


[Answer] The Soviet Communist party never invited us before. All the 
other communist parties of Eastern Europe invited us to their conventions. 
This is an indication that Tunisia is careful in its foreign relations, 
and that its primary goal is to maintain independence. In this sense we 
are not tied to any country. Rather, to assure its independence, 
strengthen its development, Tunisia is firmly non-aligned and independent 
in its international relations and alliances. 
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NEW RAILWAY--The ID 325 million ($1,048 million) railway line between Kirkuk, 
Baiji and Haditha will open in Februaryl987, says Transport & Communications 
Minister Abdel-Jabber Abdel-Rahim al-Asadi. Work on another rail project— 

the Samawa line, branching off the main line between Baghdad and Basra--is 

also at an advanced stage, according to the New Railways Implementation Author- 
ity. The branch railway is being built by Indian Railway Construction Com- 
pany, in a $112 million contract signed at the end of 1984 (MEED 26:10:84). 
Earth bunds and smaller bridges are now 70 percent complete. The line is in- 
tended to carry 1.8 million tons of cement annually.from the Samawa works. 
{Text} [London MEED in English 18-24 Oct 86 p 15] /9274 


TRADE WITH HUNGARY--Talks with Hungary's Budavox about a large contract to 
supply telephone subexchanges have reached an advanced stage, managing director 
Laazlo Nyiredi has told the Budapest financial daily Vilaggazdesag. Budavox is 
Hungary's foreign trading company for telecommunications equipment. Client for 
the order is the State Organisation for Post, Telegraph & Telephone. [Text] 
[London MEED in English 18-24 Oct 86 p 15] /9274 
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HIZBALLAH CENTER IN JERUSALEM--Beirut--The magazine AL-SHIRA' AL-USBU'IYAH, 
which is close to the Hizballah organization, reported that this party has 
begun to set up a center in the West Bank led by youths who broke away from 
the Islamic Liberation Party. This center's headquarters is located in 
Jerusalem. The magazine claimed that Hizballah is financing the Islamic 
Liberation Party organization on orders from Khomeyni, that this group 
operates freely on the West Bank, and that the Israeli authorities know its 
leaders. The magazine said that this group represents the extreme Islamic 
current and its members spend their days at al-Aqsa mosque. This movement 
was founded 50 years ago in Jerusalem. It also operates clandestinely in 
Egypt, where it is trying to apply Khomeynist principles. [Text] [Jerusalem 
AL-NAHAR in Arabic 17 Oct 86 p 21] /9738 
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LEBANON 


FADLALLAH DISCUSSES UNIFIL, TERRORISM, PALESTINE CAUSE 
London AL~MAJALLAH in Arabic 7 Oct 86 p 1l 


[Interview with Hizballah Spiritual Leader Shaykh Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah, 
by Robbie Kabbarah: "There Is No Use In Attacking UNIFIL;" in Beirut, date 
not specified] 


[Text] In the following interview, Shaykh Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah, one 

of the Hizballah's spiritual leaders in Lebanon, refuses to discuss any rela- 
tionship between himself and that organization, and instead speaks of the 
“Islamic state" and his direct responsibility for establishing it in Lebanon. 
The Hizballah is now considered one of the main groups confronting Israel and 
UNIFIL in the South. Robbie Kabbarah met with Shaykh Fadlallah in Beirut and 
conducted the following interview, which dealt with the situation in the 
South and the call to establish an “Islamic republic” in Lebanon. 


[Question] Amal has threatened to strike at any group which attacks the 
French unit, in order to make sure that this unit, and UNIFIL forces, remain 
in the South. Do you agree with Amal that it is important for these forces 
to remair? What would the situation be, particularly between the Hizballah 
and Amal, if the French were withdrawn? 


[Answer] It is not just the “Islamic state” which has attacked UNIFIL and 
the French in particular; we know that it started when our Amal brothers re- 
acted to the killing of some of their fighters, after which everyone who want- 
ed to get involved in UNIFIL or in international politics, or who wanted to 
profit from some political situations, found room to maneuver. As for the 
story that UNIFIL's withdrawal would lead to extraordinary results such as 
emigration or sectarian strife, I don't share such fears, for the southerners 
have been emigrating ever since the Israeli invasion, even without the pre- 
sence of UNIFIL. Also, Israel is still attacking the southerners, and UNIFIL 
has been unable to stop it. We are not against UNIFIL, and I don't think 
there is any use in attacking them. If we don't want them, we can always op- 
pose them from within Lebanon. However, we do object to the policy laid down 











for the emergency forces by the Security Council, which made them nothing 
more than a force to freeze the movements of the resistance, not a force 
which would stand up to Israeli attacks on the southerners--a force intended 
to protect Israel from the mujahidin and not the South from Israel. We have 
not forgotten that some of the UNIFIL forces kept silent about mujahidin op- 
erations, thus bearing good witness for their people. However, these partic~ 
ular circumstances relate to some individual UNIFIL members, or some teams, 
and not to the general policy of UNIFIL. 


[Question] As you see it, what is the situation of the Palestinian factor 
in the South? 


[Answer] Naturally, the Palestinians are going through difficult times be- 
cause of their internal disputes, the regional circumstances pushing and 
pulling at them, and the international situation, which is trying to wipe out 
their entire cause and transform them into mere refugees. This is what makes 
the Palestinian scene, particularly in the South, very involved and compli- 
cated, and perhaps even desperate. We believe that it is the Palestinians' 
right to fight Israel in company with the Islamic forces. However, we also 
believe that it is essential to establish, on the Palestinian scene, an “Islam- 
ic state” so that the Palestinians will not be defeated by the capitulatory 
proposals intended to eliminate the Palestinian cause. We are with the fight- 
ing, striving Palestinian rifle which along with all the Islamic forces and 
all the forces of freedom throughout the world wants to regain Palestine. I 
don't reel that anyone has the right to prevent anyone else from seeking to 
regain his land. How could this be, since this land is not just his land, 

but is also the land of Islam? We believe that the regional political situ- 
ation is heading towards getting rid of the Palestinian cause, not Israel. 
Herein lies the Palestinians’ problem: it is hoped that they will wear them- 
selves out in internal fighting and hatred, whether among themselves or 
against the society in which they live. 


[Question] How do you think the escalation of overseas violence (France, 
Karachi, Istanbul), and the international attitude which does not distinguish 


between the resistance movement against Israel and the so-called “terrorist” 
movement, will reflect on resistance against Israel? 


[Answer] I shall start by discussing the question of terrorism as America 
sees it, i.e. the American hostages. We know that American circles, with 

the help of psychologists and sociologists, are trying to find the buzz words 
which might become popular with international public opinion and pave the 

way for the success of this slogan and the ensuing plans. The terrorism ques- 


tion is a relative one. People who want to become free and stand up to the 
forces which oppose the causes of liberation must seek out every means which 
could be used to liberate their land, economy and policy. These people feel 


that nothing is forbidden here--that the legitimacy of any means derives from 
the legitimacy of the end towards which they are striving. Therefore, raising 
the terrorism issue and concentrating on the Arab and Islamic world in par- 
ticular is intended to protect the Israeli state and the colonialist American 
state in particular. We know that Europe has followed America in this regard, 
because of its subservience to American policy and not because it embraces 
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this slogan. We are convinced that the question of terrorism cannot be solved 
by the methods America is using, because these might lead to desperation, 
with each individual being personally transformed into a bomb. Quite often 
we meet many young men and women who come to us seeking our sanction for acts 
of martyrdom, as well as money in case they need it. This concerns us very 
much. We want to prevent them from such acts, since they say that their de- 
sire results not from desperation but from the de facto revolution and op- 
pression they are experiencing. For this reason, I don't believe that the 
campaign against terrorism, with the methods being used by America, Israel 

or Europe, can have any effect on the resistance against Israel, because it 
will lead not to the defeat of the entire people but perhaps to a reaction 
against the oppressors. 


[Question] On what basis do you oppose Resolution 425? Do you agree with 
those who say that opposing this resolution will in effect lead to Israel's 
remaining in the South? 


[Answer] There are two trends in political thought with respect to United 
Nations resolutions pertaining to the Lebanese issue or to any Arab issue. 
One trend speaks of the national situation without any reference to national- 
ism or the Islamic movement, while the other looks at national issues from a 
general Islamic or nationalist point of view. If we want to examine the is- 
sue from the national point of view, which leads one to think in his own nat- 
ional context divorced from the general context, then naturaily such thinking 
will lead him to reconciliation with Israel, although not to establishing 
security arrangements with it or shutting down the resistance, because in this 
narrow, regional, national point of view, which does not see the country's 
organic link with the general issue, there cannot be any important issues out- 
side the national context. Therefore, those who think nationally, in a nar- 
row, regional manner, speak of Resolution 425 as if it were the promised 
dream, since it speaks of Israel's unrestricted, unconditional withdrawal. 
Behind the scenes, these people murmer that they don't want to lose their 
land the way others have; that they want to wait for a comprehensive Arab- 
Islamic strategy. As I see it, such thinking leads to peace with Israel, 
since it reinforces the bases for security, calm , sovereignty and indepen- 
dence for Lebanon or for any other Arab nation before it or after it. As for 
the other point of view, we feel that the problems in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan 
and Egypt are part of the problem of the entire Arab nation--the Palestinian 
problem, which started when the Jews took control of Palestine with the sup- 
port of the United Nations and the states it represented. This approach to 
the problem assumes that men have finely-honed political sensibilities and 
attempt to gauge the Israeli situation in any United Nations resolution. 

This impels whomever thinks along these lines to reject the United Nations 
resolutions because of their political understanding of these resolutions-~ 
that the United Na ions believes in the legitimacy of Israel's presence in 
Palestine. 


[Question] Hizballah is the only Shi'ite organization which has rejected 
Resolution 425, whereas the other political and religious popular leader- 
ships, such as the Supreme Shi'ite Islamic Council, the al-Ja'fari school of 
opinion, Head of Parliament Husayn al-Husayni, and Amal, have all concurred 
with it. Are you afraid that this will result in a split within the Shi'ite 
sect? 
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[Answer] I don't believe that this will have any negative effect on the 
situation of the Shi'ite Muslims. I don't want to use the word “sect” be- 
cause I feel that it has an almost tribal connotation. Throughout their his- 
tory, the Shi'ites have become used to many juridical differences, because 

at each stage of their history there was more than one source to refer to. 
They have also become accustomed to political differences, for in past history 
there has been more than one leader and more than one political party trend. 
Nevertheless, this situation has not become one in which the status quo will 
be brought down. We have gotten used to disagreement, and therefore I don't 
think that it will have any significant negative effect, although like any 
dispute it might have its problems. We believe that those who support Reso- 
lution 425 or parts of it are doomed to the same opposition which the resolu- 
tion itself met with. 
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GOLD, CURRENCY RESERVES~-~-Lebanon ranks twentieth on the list of the twenty 
states holding the richest reserves of foreign currencies and gold in the 
world, a list prepared by the British magazine THE ECONOMIST on the basis of 
International Monetary Fund figures. The list includes three other Arab coun- 
tries ahead of Lebanon: Algeria, in nineteenth place; Kuwait, in seventeenth 
place; and Saudi Arabia, in ninth place, whose combined reserves are equiva- 
lent to Britain's reserves. The Lebanese pound is backed by abundant reserves, 
estimated by Central Bank sources to be about US$4.5 billion in gold and for- 
eign currencies. However, the problem is that Lebanon has separated the gold 
from the pound, and has come to depend on about $300 million in foreign cur- 
rency reserves, enough to cover Lebanon's imports for about 3 months, taking 
into consideration the fact that Lebanon's imports dropped from $3.5 billion 
in 1982 to about $945 million in 1986. If imports return to normal, the 

Bank of Lebanon's dollar reserves will be enough to cover only 2 months‘ of 
imports. The United States' gold and currency reserves are the largest in 

the world, totalling $131 billion, $36 billion in currency and the rest in 
gold. Even so, its currency reserves are enough to cover only 2 weeks' of 
imports. Germany's reserves ($45 billion) are enough to cover only 10 weeks’, 
or two and a half months', of imports, about the same as Lebanon's coverage. 
[Text] [London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 24 Oct 86 p 57] 8559 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


UKTUBAR'S INTERVIEW WITH ‘ARAFAT 
PM211431 Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic 19 Oct 86 pp 3-8 
[Interview with PLO Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat by Salah Muntasir on 13 October] 


[Text] [Muntasir] I reminded him: UKTUBAR's last interview with you was 
last October when you were visiting Cairo. Prior to that, I interviewed you 
in Tunis. Today, we have this interview in Baghdad. Between Tunis, Cairo, 
and Baghdad there have been numerous developments. If every conversation 
has an axis on which it centers and around which it revolves, then all I can 
ask you is the one question on which the dialogue focuses and around which 
it turns. 


Laughing, Abu ‘Ammar said: One question, and UKTUBAR is well known for its 
generosity! 


{[Muntasir] If you hear it, you will perhaps regain your confidence in our 
generosity. My question is: Where are you today? Where do you stand with 
regard to the international conference, the Jordanian agreement, the 
Palestinian conflicts, the Cairo declaration, Palestinian representation, 
Resolution 242, relations wity Syria, the Tunisian situation, Lebanon's 
trials, the path to Egypt, and your position toward the United States and 
Russia...? 


Interrupting, he said: For God's sake, one at a time. This is not a question. 
This is an interrogation. 


Thus, we began the interview, which lasted from 2400 until 0300 last Monday 
in Baghdad. 


No International Conference Without the Two Superpowers’ Approval 
[Muntasir] Where do you stand today vis-a-vis the international conference? 


He replied eagerly: I am for the international conference and for the pre- 
paratory committee. 


[Muntasir] How do you view the conference scenario, then? 
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['Arafat] I cannot visualize the scenario. However, the scenario was pro- 
jected in the Franco-Soviet initiative during President Mitterrand's visit 
to Moscow. President Husni Mubarak then adopted the issue and I declared 
our approval. I recorded this approval officially at the latest nonaligned 
conference in Harare. I also declared our approval of a preparatory 
committee comprising the permanent Security Council members and the parties 
to the conflict, and possibly other parties such as a representative of the 
nonaligned countries. This committee is to meet and draw up the agenda on 
whose basis the international conference is to convene. 


[Muntasir] Do you expect positive efforts to come out of the concerted 
efforts currently being made to hold this conference? 


He said quickly: I cannot say anything about this until I find out the 
outcome of the Reagan-Gorbachev summit, because we are talking about an 
international conference and the superpowers are the ones to determine it. 
There will be no international conference without the two superpowers‘ 
approval. 


Palestinian Representation and the Logic of Events 


[Muntasir] Where do you stand today on the issue of Palestinian representa- 
tion? 


Astonished, he said: It is surprising. If they are talking about an 
international conference under UN auspices, and we are an observer member of 
the United Nations, then what is the problem? ‘Therefore, the international 
conference concerns the PLO. 


[Muntasir] But you are aware of what is going on and what is being raised 
regarding selection of the Palestinian representatives. 


[‘Arafat] To begin with, the PLO is entitled to select its representatives 
from the occupied territories or from outside them, as we selected our 
representative to the seven-member committee which emanated from the Fes 
summit. We selected Dr Walid al-Khalidi, who is not a member of the 

Executive Committee. Let me tell you something. I certainly understand my 
people's character. All segments of the Palestinian people inside and outside 
the occupied territories are supposed to be represented in the Palestinian 
delegation. In addition to my awareness of my people's character, there is 
also the logic of dealing with the events politically. This is something 

I cannot disregard. 


Jordan Surprised Us by Freezing Agreement 
[Muntasir] Abu ‘Ammar, where do you stand today with regard to the Jordanian- 


Palestinian agreement of which we were talking proudly and joyfully a year 
ago? 
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('Arafat] The Jordanian-Palestinian agreement was a mechanism for implementing 
the Fes summit agreement, keeping in mind that the summit had another 
mechanism, namely the seven-member committee, which had not succeeded. The 
Jordanian agreement was more flexible and more dynamic. Regrettably it has 
also failed, because it is obvious that Jordan was subjected to pressures-- 
from Syria, from the United States and from Israel. These pressures made 
Jordan imagine that it could carry on with the peace plan or peace process 
independently of the PLO. But as the proverb among our peasants says, "the 
palace calculations do not tally with the tax collector's calculations," 
meaning that a Turkish pasha living in the palace had estimated that he 
would get so much from taxes and levies but, when the tax season arrived, 
the outcome was different. In fact, there has been a difference in 
political calculations. Those who imagined that they could disregard the 
PLO were surprised by the great adherence to the PLO. Look at martyr Zafir 
al-Misri's funeral. You have the outcome of the polls conducted by Western 
information centers that are not friendly to the PLO in Australia, the 
United States, and Europe. I don't believe that these centers wished the 
outcome of their polls to be in favor of the PLO. But the fact is that the 
results announced by the centers make it clear that 94.7 percent of the 
Palestinian people support the PLO. Doesn't this outcome, which everybody 
knows has been concluded by circles that are not friendly to the 
Palestinians, provide a significant indication which those who make their 
calculations for the area, be they from the area or from outside, must take 
into account? It is true that our people suffer from the occupation. Our 
people pay 38 kinds of taxes, and I defy anybody to say that there are 
other people paying such taxes. Our people are subjected to terrorist 
actions. Yet they cling strongly to the PLO. 


[Muntasir] But what about the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement at present? 


|'Arafat] Regrettably, it was a real surprise to us when King Husayn 
announced suspension of the agreement. On our part, we tried to react 
calmly. But the Jordanian Government was subjected to continued pressures 
to escalate its steps. Consequently, it made its decisions to close the 
PLO offices in Jordan, to expel a number of Palestinian leadership cadres, 
including brother Abu Jihad, my deputy, to expel a number of political and 
military cadres, and to arrest a number of other cadres. 


[Muntasir] I don't wish to wade with you deeply into the issues of the 
controversy with Jordan. But I wish to ask you with utter sincerity: 
Weren't there mistakes on your part which led to or helped bring about 
this Jordanian action? 


('Arafat] By God, I wish we had made a mistake to result in an equal or 
Similar reaction. But the issue is political. As I have told you, it lies 
between an attempt to push Jordan and the illusion that Jordan can proceed 
independently. 














[Muntasir] You know that your people's issue is in the heart of every 
Egyptian. As an Egyptian citizen concerned with a solution to the issue, 
your relations with Jordan are also one of my concerns. But the question 
is: Have Jordanian-Palestinian relations lost Mu'awiyah's hair [meaning the 
last threat linking them]? 


["Arafat] We give our relations with Jordan their true dimensions. Our 
relations with Jordan were founded on a decision we adopted without any 
pressure at the PNC session we convened in Algiers. At that session, we 
decided that there must be distinguished relations founded on confederal] 
bases between the Palestinian and Jordanian peoples. At the PNC session 
we convened in Amman to crystallize this fact, we crowned the new situation 
with the Jordanian agreement. The truth is that we do not want or wish to 
cut Mu'awiyah's hair. But Arab, U.S., and Israeli pressures were behind 
Jordan's suspension of the agreement. 


We Don't Want to Cut Mu'awiyah's Hair with Jordan 


[Muntasir] But you also suspended the agreement and announced the suspension 
at an inopportune time, prior to President Mubarak's meeting with Peres in 
Alexandria. Had you not announced the suspension at that time, the Alexandria 
talks would have produced better results for you. 


['Arafat] You do us an injustice when you infer that we suspend the agreement. 
What we announced was no more than acknowledgement of the existing fact, 

namely that Jordan had not only suspended the agreement but had, moreover, 
engaged in acts which were hostile to us and for which we paid a heavy price. 
Neither I nor anyone else can abolish the agreement. This is, in fact, the 
strength of Palestinian legitimacy. 


[Muntasir] Perhaps the wish to sensationalize motivates the press at times 
to play the role of a burning torch. Out of loyalty to the issue, I want the 
fires to be extinguished. My question is: What message can you give us to 
restore what has been severed? 


['Arafat] This is a mission that I appreciate. I ask Jordan for nothing 
other than to suspend and abolish the measures it has been taking against us 
since I left Amman. Jordan is the party which suspended the agreement and 
expelled the Palestinian leaders, some of whom carry Jordanian passports. 

It has not even allowed the Palestine National Fund, which manages our 
financial affairs, to stay in Amman. ['Arafat ends] 


Reviewing events, Abu ‘Ammar said: We were surprised by the developments in 
Jordan. Prior to the developments, King Husayn talked to me and told me 

that the Americans were insisting on certain positions concerning resolutions 
242 and 338. In return, we offered them a formula saying that we recognized 
the UN resolutions, including resolutions 242 and 338. What is surprising 

is that the formula we offered was the same formula as King Husayn had 
offered in the Rose Garden in Washington on 19 May 1985. When King Husayn 
declared it in 1985, they accepted it. But when I declared it in 1986, they 
rejected it. I don't know how they could accept this formula from King 
Husayn in 1985 and reject it from me in 1986. 
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[Muntasir] What is your interpretation? 


{'Arafat] My interpretation is that they are not really serious in the peace 
process. If they do want peace, they imagine that it is possible without the 
PLO. This means that they want to set by bantustans for us like those existing 
South Africa. At best, what is sought is for Arab sides to assume the 
administration and for Israel to keep control of security. 


This is what is actually happening. Israel has benefited from what it has 
experienced with Egypt in connection with its aspiration for normalization 
in the wake of political agreement. The Egyptian people have rejected the 
normalization, and this has given the Israelis the idea that it is not 
automatic for normalization to follow political agreement. This is why 
they are trying to overturn the situation on the West Bank--normalization 
first, and then the attainment of a political solution. This, simply, is 
the secret of what is happening. But they are wrong, because this approach 
will achieve no peace. I remind them that they miscalculated grossly in the 
past and they are miscalculating now. Sharon believed that he could wipe 
out the PLO in Lebanon in 3 or 4 days. If we read the memoirs of Alexander 
Haig (U.S. secretary of state during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon), we 
find that he admits to agreeing with Israel that the invasion should not 
continue for more than 5 days, in which time the Israelis were to complete 
the mission in full. But the surprise was that the war lasted 88 days and 
went down in history as Israel's longest war. 


Abu ‘Ammar added: They have made another miscalculation. Then the Israeli 
Army is compelled these days to appoint former Army Chief of Staff General 
Eitan commander of the border strip in Lebanon and when they deploy a full 
Israeli division in the strip to think of a complete Israeli operation [as 
published], do not such measures mean that Israel is in a new tribution 

and that, 4 years on, the Israelis find themselves in the same place as 

4 years ago in South Lebanon? This is why I say with utter confidence 

that anyone who ignores the Palestinian factor and says that there can be 
peace without the Palestinians is deluded. 


International Legitimacy Must Not Be Divided 


{[Muntasir! Where do you stand today with regard to Resolution 242? Let 

me explain a viewpoint to you. When it was issued in 1967, that resolution 
dealt with the conditions emanating from the Israeli aggression and from 
Israel's occupation of the Arab territories. The resolution did not deal 
with the Palestinian issue. The consequences of 5 June turned the issue 
into one of eliminating the traces of the aggression and regaining the 
occupied territories, meaning that the hope was to restore the conditions 
prevailing on 4 June 1967. When Resolution 242 was issued, its idea was to 
establish dealings between Israel and several states. When you are asked 
today to recognize that resolution, isn't this tantamount to putting the PLO 
in a position which the PLO can put to good use, considering that it places 
the PLO on the level of a state? 
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['Arafat] said with a puzzled expression: But I am not a state. I have no 
homeland yet. I tell them: If you want this recognition from me because I 
represent the Palestinian people, then this means that you are asking me to 
recognize international legltimacy. Alright, is international legitimacy 
divisible? Why is the PLO asked to recognize Resolutions 242 and 338 only? 
My response is that I recognize international legitimacy in its entirety, 
including the two resolutions. Moreover, Israel is the only state in the 
world founded on a UN resolution and the only state that is unwilling to 
recognize international legitimacy. We have to be bound to what Israel wants. 
Is this logical? It is not an international or humanitarian logic, ora 
logic of justice or even of strength. Therefore, I say: add the right to 
self-determination to Resolution 242 and I will recognize it. 


{[Muntasir] In your opinion, Abu ‘Ammar, which comes first: restoration 
of the territories, the decision as to whom the territories should be restored 
to? 


He shouted back: No, please this is a fallacy. Am I the one obstructing 
the restoration of the Golan or of South Lebanon? However, I declare through 
UKTUBAR that, if the dispute is over the question of whom to restore the land 
to, then I offer you a challenge by accepting the restoration of our occupied 
land to the United Nations, to UN control. I am making a historic challenge 
by agreeing that the United Nations should place my occupied land, whether 
in the Gaza strip or the West Bank, under its control. The United Nations 
has international forces and other means. What is important is that the 
Israeli occupation forces depart from the land. The United Nations may then 
decide independently and determine the future of the land. Is there anything 
clearer to say to those who talk about restoration of the land and whom to 
restore the land to? 


Palestinian Division Fabricated by Arab Intelligence Agencies 


[Muntasir] Where do you, or the PLO, stand today with regard to the 
Palestinian disputes, which are a part of the tragedy? 


He said very emotionally: No, please, this is an exaggeration. The 
Palestinian people's support for their leadership is real and acknowledged. 

I repeat, you have the outcome of the poll conducted by West European forces, 
which demonstrates that 94.7 percent of the people in the occupied territories 
Support the PLO. In Lebanon, polling is done in blood, not with vctes. ‘The 
Palestinian camps in Lebanon are sacrificing their blood to prove that they 
are with the PLO and against the logic of custodianship and subservience 
which some Arab intelligence agencies, particularly Syrian agencies, try to 
impose on them. But if you mean agreement among the Palestinian organiza- 
tions, we live in a democratic arena in which the majority acceptable to the 
logic of democracy prevails. 


{Muntasir] But what exists in the arena does not seem to be a difference 


of opinions but of tendencies. Rather, I am afraid to say it is a difference 
in policies and in recognition of the leadership. 
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["Arafat] But this is not the first time. Before we left Beirut, there were 
five organizations forming the so-called Rejection Front. They were tollowed 
by the so-called village leagues. Then came the tragedy of the dual Israeli- 
Syrian blockade of our forces in Lebanon, as a result of which the so-called 
Salvation Front emerged. But all this has not affected the Palestinian 
people or the Palestinian arena. If you recall, there were seven organiza- 
tions beside the Algerian liberation front, but that presence did not affect 
the front's legitimacy. 


[Muntasir] But you cannot deny that the current Palestinian picture reflects 
evident division at the leadership level. 


He ['Arafat] shouted: This division is fabricated by well-known Arab 
intelligence agencies. If it were real and unfabricated, it would have 
extended to all areas where Palestinians are present. The thing I beg you 
to notice is that this division does not exist at all in the areas of 
Palestinian presence remote from the Arab intelligence agencies. We have 
Palestinian communities in the Gulf states and they are all loyal to the PLO. 
There are a half million Palestinians in the United States and they are all 
loyal to the PLO. In the areas beyond the influence of the Arab intelligence 
agencies there is no division and no fragmentation. 


{[Muntasir] Whom precisely do you mean by the intelligence agencies? 


He [‘Arafat] said with a laugh: Is it necessary to say Syria? Everybody 
understands it. 


[Muntasir] But how long will this division continue? 


["Arafat] Rather say: How long will this Arab tampering in the Arab arena 
continue? It is not tampering but a crime. 


[Muntasir] Can it be said that the Palestinian image at the leadership level 
reflects the conditions of Arab division? 


[*Arafat] On the contrary. The Arab divisions try to reflect themselves 
in the Palestinian arena. Some regimes that are unable to confront their 
peoples try to exploit the Palestinian card to conceal their faults. This 
is why they try to hire some instruments in the Palestinian areans to serve 
them. 


Syria Perpetrates Massacres Against Us and Against the Lebanese 


[Muntasir] Abu ‘Ammar, where do you stand today with regard to relations 
with Syria? 


He ['Arafat] said sadly: Regrettably, massacres continue to be perpetrated 
against our masses in Lebanon. The Syrian intelligence agency is behind 
these massacres. These agencies continue to prevent the organizations present 
in their country from responding to Algerian President Chadli Bendjedid's 
request to convene the PNC in Algiers. 
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We Did Not Leave Tunisia Because of Disagreement With Its Leadership 
[Muntasir] Where do you stand today with respect to Tunisia? 


He ['Arafat] said with surprise: The truth is that there has been unreal 
exaggeration in connection with our relations with Tunisia. This exaggera- 
tion is untrue. 


[Muntasir] But it is true ht you have terminated your military presence 
in Tunisia. 


['Arafat] I do not deny this. But the termination of our military presence 
there came on a decision we made in the wake of the Israeli raid on Hamman 
al-Shatt in particular. Two months later I disbanded Wadi al-Zarqa camp, 
and in 1985 I handed it over to the Tunisian brothers. We then embarked 

on a phased termination of the military presence in Tunisia. Thank God, 
there is no Palestinian military presence in Tunisia now. 


Abu 'Ammar also said: Let me clarify something for you. There have been 

some changes in the Tunisian leadership, and we have been eager not to clash 
with them because they are an internal affair. Chronologically, these changes 
were coupled with the transfer of the military command from Tunisia, and so 

the two developments have been linked. The fact is that this was coincidental. 
There is absolutely no connection. 


[Muntasir] Does the Palestinian forces‘ departure from Tunisia mean that 
the Israeli raid achieved its objectives? 


[‘Arafat] My responsibility dictated that I make the assessment that, as 
long as my enemy had raided my positions in Tunisia, where I was not the 
mater but just a guest, then I must take steps to move to an area capable of 
protecting me. 


Israel Returns to Its Old Position in Lebanon 
[Muntasir] Where do you now stand vis-a-vis Lebanon? 


He ['Arafat] said sadly: The Palestinian people and I, and the Lebanese 
people along with us, are paying the price of the Vienna agreement or what |] 
call Camp Murphy. In Vienna, an influence-sharing agreement was reached 
between the United States and Syria and the United States and Israel. We 
are paying the price. 


[Muntasir] But even when the Syrians permitted the Israeli forces to pass 
under the umtrella of that agreement to strike you in Tripoli and when the 
Syrians did not move to confront them even though Syria had 41 missile 
batteries in Al-Biqa', as soon as the Israelis crossed they tricked the 
Syrians and turned around to strike all the Syrian missile sites. 











['Arafat] True. Despite this, the Syrians capitulated and did nothing, and 

I have told them this. I believe that in making its calculations for con- 
fronting Israel, that is, if it has calculations for confronting Israel, 

Syria has constantly lost in its policy against the PLO because, on Israel's 
admission, we are the difficult factor in the military and political equation. 


I Prefer to Deal With Israel's Ugly Face 


[Muntasir] Where do you stand with regard to the new Israeli cabinet under 
Shamir's premiership? 


[‘Arafat] I have never in my life imagined that there is a difference 
between Likud and Labor. There may be a difference in appearance only. 
But the heart and the essence are the same, whereas the adormed and 
ornamented face deceives Arab and European leaderships. I prefer to deal 
with the facts, even if they are bitter. 


I Am Happy With the Cairo Declaration 
[Muntasir] Where do you now stand with regard to the Cairo declaration? 


He ['Arafat] said, opening his arms: I am still bound to it and I am happy 
and proud that I announced this declaration at the right time, in the presence 
of President Mubarak and before the major international clamor against 
terrorism began. I believe that the significance and value of this declara- 
tion have now become obvious. 


Arabs Must Assist Egyptian Movement 
[Muntasir] Where do you stand now with regard to Egypt? 


He ['Arafat] said, shaking his head playfully: I am Egyptian by inclination. 
Don't forget that I have fought four wars in my life, two of them in Egypt 
in 1951 and 1956. 


[Muntasir] That was in the 1950's, and we are now in 1986. We are talking 
about 1987, which Egypt is trying to make an active year politically. 


["Arafat] But in addition to Egypt's effort, there has to be an Arab effort 
and an international effort. 


[Muntasir] And who said that Egypt is trying to make the effort independently? 
Moreover, who said that Egypt is trying to score a goal on its own? You 
know Egypt better. 


['Arafat] Egypt holds a very important position. But I want to underline 
two points: First, the importance of Egypt's legal status to Gaza, con- 
sidering that nothing can be done in Gaza without Egypt's approval. Second, 
under the Camp David accord nothing can be done in the West Bank and Gaza 
without taking account of Egypt's opinion. Therefore, the Egyptian opinion 
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on the issue if fundamental and cannot be disregarded. Moreover, there is 
Egypt's international influence. This distates that the Egyptian movement 
should not be unilateral but should be coupled with Arab movement and 
international movement in the same direction. 


[Muntasir] Abu ‘Ammar, I cannot conceal from you that we in Egypt also face 
the Arab disputes and daggers you face. 


{'Arafat] But Egypt constitutes one-third of the Arabs. This is something 
I can never ignore. It is true that the Arab influence has diminished 
recently as a result of the Arab divisions and Arab problems, which have 
begun to compete with the central issue--the Palestinian issue--and which 
include the Gulf war, the southern Sudan problem, the Maghreb problems and 
the Chad and Lebanon problems, and only God knows what problems will surface 
tomorrow. 


[Muntasir] And this is what makes me tell you that all this reflects on 
Egypt's efforts and makes me, as an Egyptian citizen, experience despair at 
times. 


[‘Arafat] Permit me to speak on this point with the logic of history. We 
are now the oldest revolution in the modem age. Vietnam lasted 18 years 
and we are now 22 years old. When we speak, our words must not be confined 
to the coming days, and we must work for the present and the future. 


Therefore, I say and stress that any change in this gloomy atmosphere that 
is engulfing our area will be followed by change in the entire area. 


And example is the termination of the Iraq-Iran war. All the developments 
have indicated that the Iranian regime cannot triumph over the Iraqi army, 
whereas 2 years ago there were those who said that this was possible. Any 
change in this problem will reflect positively on all developments in the 
Arab area. Any change in the course adopted by the Syrian leadership, 
regardless of how such a change comes about, will also reflect on the entire 
Arab policy. Any solution to the north African problem will change the 
Situation. Therefore, I say that, despite the evident current darkness, I 
am not in despair because light must follow darkness. 


{[Muntasir] Where do you stand with respect to the United States? 


['Arafat] Rather say: Where does the United States stand with respect to 
me? The United States still insists that there is no Palestinian people. 
However, I cannot disregard the fact that there have recently been develop- 
ments in U.S. public opinion and the U.S. churches which I view as develop- 
ments in the interest of understanding the just Palestinian cuase. These 
developments must be utilized by dealing with the new facts more intensively. 
Even though the present U.S. Administration's statements are hostile to the 
Palestinian people, I would be stupid to say that I was unwilling to deal 
with it. 








{Muntasir | 


['Arafat ] 


Where do you stand with respect to the Soviet Union? 


The friendship between me and the Soviet Union, the Soviet Union's 


insistence on including the PLO in any solution and its insistence on a 
Palestinian state make us appreciate the Soviet position highly. 


{Muntasir] 


['Arafat] 
1 alsc 


{[Muntasir] 


['Arafat' I see an 
the real ground. I 
Iraq and Iran: the 
Committee. Through 
facts on the ground 


Such as? 


What are Abu ‘Ammar's expectations for 1987? 


I am optimistic on the basis that there is a "loosening up." 
see changes coming. 


end to the Iraq-Iran war. I see this end from knowing 
am a member of two committees for mediation between 
Nonaligned Countries Committee and the GOOD Offices 
this membership I see both sides of the truth. The 
promise, in turn, an end to the war. Therefore I 


expect the war to reach its end or to be settled in 1987 because of the 
Iranian side's inability to achieve anything. 


[Muntasir] 


There is an opinion that links the ending of 


the Lraq-Iran war 


with the achievements of a U.S.-Soviet agreement to turn Afghanistan into 


an area of Soviet 


He ['Arafat] said quickly: 


there is no 
[Muntasir] 


| "Arafat 


some gaps to be bridged. 
be held in Kuwait on 18 January and attended by 45 countries, 


the Arab countries, 
[Muntasir | 


He 


his chest: My real 


have no difficulties with 
battles--first in the Beirut blockade, 
in the war of attrition which I waged with the Lebanese people 
difficulties 


and second, 


connection 


influence. 


The Afghanistan issue is remote from Iran and 


between them. I do not agree with this opinion. 


Any more expectations for 1987? 


Yes, I expect some Arab acts of rapprochement to take place and 


I view with great hope the Isalmic conference to 
including all 
except for those that will absent themselves. 


Abu ‘Ammar, what are your real difficulties? 


['Arafat] said, as if trying to lift a weight of thousands of tons from 


difficulties come from the Arab position. By God, I 
Israel because I have defeated Israel in two 
the longest Arab war with Israel, 


in Southern Lebanon, which is still aflame. Regrettably, all my 

and all the daggers that stab me in the back are from the Arabs. Even the 
Palestinians whose voices you hear are tantamount to dummies of the Arab 
intelligence agencies. But what can I say? 








[ Certainly Do Not Cast Doubts on Egyptian Leadership's Efforts 
[Muntasir] A final question: Do you wish to add anything else? 


['Arafat] Yes, I wish to appeal to the Egyptian people and to every man, 
woman, and child among them and say: The Palestinian people need you. 
Despite all the Egyptian economic or social problems and despite the Arab 
acts of harassment which Egyptians see in the Arab arena, the Egyptian people 
have never in their history abandoned their fraternal Palestinian people. 


[Muntasir}] Abu ‘Ammar, I am one of the Egyptian people. By any criteria, 
I don't see that they have abandoned their responsibility. 


['Arafat] This is why I say it is a historical responsibility and a 
responsibility of generations. 


[Muntasir] As an Egyptian, I can say that if people's movement toward 
certain issues is determined at times by the ruler's movement, then I very 
sincerely believe that you are dealing in Egypt with a ruler who is very 
Loyal to the Palestinian cause. I will even add that a big part of his 
problems lies with that cause, with its well-known heavy burdens. 


He ['Arafat] said, with a smile of love lighting his face as if reflecting 
the breaking ot dawn, whose rays of light had begun to filter into the room 
where we were sitting: In his office in a villa in Baghdad, capital of 

Iraq--I certainly do not cast doubt on this, not at all. [I am only voicing 


a message to history. 


[Muntasir] We have been accustomed to seeing you in Egypt in recent years. 
When will we see you in Cairo? 


['Arafat] Soon, you will see me soon. I will tell you a secret. I have an 
open invitation from President Mubarak to visit Egypt at any time. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


BRAZILIAN ENVOY IN TUNIS--PLO representative in Tunis brother Hakam Bal'awi 
received the Brazilian ambassador in Tunis yesterday. The Brazilian 
ambassador stressed to vrother Hakam Bal'‘awi that his visit with him comes 
at his government's desire to promote its relations with the PLO. The 
ambassador expressed the solidarity of the Brazilian Government and people 
with the Palestinian people's just struggle under their sole legitimate 
representative,the PLO, to regain their just national rights. During the 
meeting, the two sides held a comprehensive review of recent political 
developments on the Arab and Palestinian levels, and ways to achieve a just 
and comprehensive peace in the Middle East region. Brother Hakam Bal'awi 
stressed the PLO's concern about promoting relations with Brazil. He 
expressed appreciation for Brazil's friendly stands toward our Palestinian 
people's just struggle. [Text] [Baghdad Voice of the PLO in Arabic 1816 
GMT 18 Oct 86 JN] /9738 


ATALLAH RALLY--The dissident Fatah leader Abu al-Za'im ['Atallah ‘Atallah] 

is making preparations to hold a mass rally in the Al-Baq'ah camp on Friday. 
Al'Baq'ah camp is near Amman and has a population of about 120,000 Palestinian 
refugees, most of whom sunport Yasir ‘Arafat. Abu al-Za'‘im's supporters--a 
minority in the camp--are making preparations for Abu al-Za‘im's visit and 

the rally in which he will speak against ‘Arafat and his leadership of the 
Palestinian people. Meanwhile, ‘Arafat's supporters are preparing to foil 

or cancel this rally. [Text] [Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 15 Oct 86 p 18 

JN] /9738 
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SYRIA 


BRIEVS 
TRADE WITH YUGOSLAVIA--Yugoslavia's Jugoazbest has a $300,000 contract to sup- 
ply asbestos products, [Text] [London MEED in English 18-24 Oct 86 p 31] 
19274 


CSO: 4400/37 
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UAE BUDGET DELAYED 10 MONTHS 


London MEED in English 25-31 Oct 86 p 51 


[Article by Toby Odone] 


[Text] 


THE UAE federal government has prop- 
osed a 4.6 per cent increase in spending in 
1986, compared with actual spending in 
1985. The federal budget for 1986 was 
announced on 20 October, just two months 
and 11 days before the end of the fiscal 
year. It is the fourth year in succession that 
the budget has been announced so l/ate in 
the year, and has provoked criticism from 
some of the more outspoken sections of the 
local community. 

Actual spending is unlikely to come in on 
target. The 1985 budget, approved only a 
fortnight before the end of the fiscal year, 
called for spending of Oh 16,630 million 
($4,528 million) and forecast a deficit of 
Dh 3,633 million ($989 million). Provisional 
figures released by the UAE Central Bank 
put the actual deficit at Dh 2,300 million. 
This was mainly because the fall in expend- 
iture exceeded the fall in revenue (MEED 
20:9:86). 

Spending on wages, rents and general 
ministry running costs accounts for most of 
the 1986 allocation. Only Dh 550 million is 
allocated to completing work in hand, and 
nothing goes to new projects. The capital 
allocation almost matches 1985's actual 
spending figure, but is nearly one-third less 
than that year’s allocation. 

Projects that night be exp.:cted to re- 
ceive a cash injection include the Sharjah 
general hospital. Its main contractor, the 
local Eastern, has not been paid for its 
Dh 153 million construction contract for 
more than 12 months (MEED 4:10:86). 

Planned defence spending has been 
slashed by about 15 per cent. The cuts will 
not affect project or equipment spending, 
which is usually financed out of individual 





UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


emirate budgets. The impact of the prop- 
osed reduction is unclear because central 
bank figures do not include a breakdown of 
actual Spending in the defence sector. 

The only increased allocation is for the 
UAE University in Al-Ain, which gets 
Dh 399 million — an increase of nearly 7 
per cent from 1985. Allocations are re- 
duced at the Federal National Council 
(down by 4 5 per cent to Dh 15 million); the 
Interior Affaiis Ministry (down by 15 per 
cent to Dh 110.5 million), the higher council 
for sports and youth (down by 30 per cent to 
Dh 56.2 million), and the National Compu- 
ter Centre (down by 15 per cent to Dh 10.6 
million). 

Some arialysts have hailed the budget as 
a clear indication that the government 
means to reduce expenditure — the spend- 
ing allocation is the federal government's 
lowest for seven years. But despite the 
apparent cuts, there are still plans to recruit 
1,100 civil servarits to the various ministries 
in 1986, 450 of them at the Education 
Ministry. 

The budget, which has still to be given 
final approval by President Shaikh Zayed, 
makes little mention of how it will be fi- 
nanced. According to the constitution, each 
emirate is expected to contribute 50 per 
cent of its net oil income to the federal 
coffers. Any shortfall must be made up by 
borrowing from loca! banks. In the past, this 
has meant that only Abu Dhabi and Dubai 
have contributed. But both emirates are 
now facing a squeeze in their oil revenues 
following the dive in oil prices in December 
1985. 

Abu Dhabi's oil production has averaged 
about 1 million barrels a day in the first six 

















UAE: federal government budget, 1984-86 
(Dh milion) 
1986 1985 1984 
Expenditure, of which 14,023 16,630 17,239 
Detence 5,820 6,855 6,855 
Investments 1,140 1,250 1,650 
Capital spending 550 800 1,250 
Revenue 12,837 12,997 12,854 
Deficit —1,186 -3,633 -4,385 
Exchange rate: $1 = Dh 3.6725 
Source: Reuter, Emirates News Agency 





months of 1986. This produces an est- 
mated projected income for the emirate's 
government of not more than $5,000 million 
in 1986. Abu Dhabi has to finance its own 
budget — yet to be announced — out of 
this. The last vear for which a budget was 
announced was 1984, when it amounted to 
$5,700 million. There are no indications of 
what Abu Dhabi's budget will be in 1986. 

Dubai is also likely to have problems 
contributing to the federal coffers. Of its 
estimated 1986 income of $1,350 million, 
about $1,000 million will be needed for the 
emirate s annual running costs. 

The local press has greeted the budget 
with some concern. The Sharjah Arabic- 
language daily Al-Khalee; said the “chro- 
nic” delays !n announcing the budget had 
ensured that it “had lost all meaning” as a 
statement on the economy. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


JANUARY INCIDENTS, RELATIONS WITH USSR, GCC DISCUSSED 
‘Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 10 Oct 86 p 14 


[Interview with PDRY Foreign Minister Dr 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Dali, by Husayn 
ail~Samadi: “There Can Be No Dialog With ‘Ali Nasir After His Axbitrary Resort 
fo Arms and the Murder of Our Revolution's Historic Leaders;" date and place 


> 


not spec i fied 


_Text] PDRY Foreign Minister Dr 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Dali has stated that con- 
tacts are now under way with YAR officials to coordinate the return of those 
who fled following the 13 January incidents, except for those whose names 
have been listed for trial. 


[In an interview with AL-KHALIJ, he said that on principle, no consideration 
is being given to any dialog with 'Ali Nasir Muhammad and his supporters, and 
denied that there has been any mediation in this connection. 


With reference to ambiguity in the Soviet stand during the Aden incidents, 
Dr al-Dali said, "We have noticed no ambiguity in their stand; indeed, it 
was a clear and forceful stand which stressed to principles. The first held 
that whatever goes on within the Yemeni Socialist Party [YSP] is an internal 
matter involving only the party, and thus reaffirmed the principle of non- 
intervention in PDRY affairs. The second reaffirmed tha basic friendship 
between the two countries and the USSR's total commitment to implementing 
the agreements signed by both parties. 


Referring to the PDRY government's plan to attract expatriate capital for 
yvestment in the country, Dr al-Dali explained that a program has been launch- 
to explain the investment law encouraging Yemeni expatriates to take part 
heir country's development projects. Also, many expatriates will be in- 
to visit the PDRY to look into the project proposals. Naturally, suf- 
t guarantees will be given to the expatriates. 


he aon 


~ 
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Al-Dali commented on PDRY relations with Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] states, 
describing them as brotherly, excellent, and becoming even better according 

to all of his sound, correct bases and guidelines for such relations. Here 

is the text of the interview. 


[Question] Could you tell us about your visit to the United Arab Emirates? 


[Answer] The reason for my visit was to deliver a letter to His Majesty 
Shaykh Zayid bin Sultan Al Nuhayyan from his brother Abu-Bakr al~‘Attas, 
chairman of the PDRY Supreme People's Council, pertaining to bilateral rela- 
tions between the two fraternal peoples and how to develop them, as well as 
recent events in the region and on the Arab scene in general. 


No Dialog With ‘Ali Nasir 


[Question] You have been called upon to hold direct discussions with ‘Ali 
Nasir Muhammad in some fraternal state which is neutral in the on-going strug- 
gle. Will you respond to this appeal? 


[Answer] The technical side of the question refers to the place and the time, 
but basically, from the standpoint of principle, there is no basis for such 

a meeting or d’alog. On principle, we reject the idea otf any political dia- 
log, and therefore we refuse to respond as to the place and time. Basically, 
we reject such a dialog. 


[Question] Why don't you respond to this call for a direct dialog with ‘Ali 
Nasir and his supporters, so as to resolve the internal differences through 
peaceful political moans? 


[Answer] The serious attempts which were made prior to the 13 January plot 
were a sincere attempt by the YSP, members and leaders alike, to carry the 
process of democratic political dialog through to its anticipated results-- 
maintaining the unity of the YSP. Everyone wanted the third party congress 
to reaffirm this trend, which prevails throughout the party, members and lead- 
ers alike. However, on 13 January ‘Ali Nasir had the nerve to resort to the 
arbitrary use of arms, and to the treacherous maneuver of murdering the his- 
toric leaders of our revolution and our people at the Political Bureau, fol- 
lowed by the mass murder of party cadres and the subsequent incidents. The 
party resolved the situation and thwarted the plot against the party and its 
objectives. After all of this, political dialog with Nasir and his group is 
totally meaningless, since the YSP stood firm against the 13 January plot 
and the conspirators, led by ‘Ali Nasir, and dismissed severai of them from 
the Political Bureau and the Central Committee. We also issued a list of 
those wanted for trial. After all this, I am convinced that there is abso- 
lutely no possibility of political dialog. 


Nasir's Activity Has No Effect 
[Question] Former President ‘Ali Nasir still has good relations with several 


Arab heads of state, and has visited some of those countries. What do you 
think about what is going on? 


73 








_Answer}| We are confident that these visits will have no effect on our rela- 
tions with some of the fraternal countries which 'Ali Nasir has visited, 
since the PDRY's relations with those countries are official government re- 
lations, as well as party relations. This was reaffirmed by all the Arab 


states within a few days after 13 January. 


However hard he tries to affect relations between the PDRY and the other fra- 
ternal countries, such activity will be doomed to failure. 


[Question] Do you approve of the Palestinian efforts to restore harmony be- 
tween the comrades of yesterday? 


Answer} 1 don't believe any such attempt has been made. 
ontinued Caution Towards North Yemen 


|\Question] Extreme caution still exists between the two Yemens ever since 
the terrible incidents. What lies behind this? 


Answer] The 13 January incidents resulting from the disgusting plot against 

the YSP which took place in Aden, and their vestiges, no doubt left behind a 
| of wariness at the time. However, this has been overcome, and I can 

1y with some confidence that mutual trust between the leaders of both coun- 

tries has replaced the caution which was only natural at the time. We can 

iffirm that this trust is increasing day by day. Relations between the two 

countries’ leaders must be governed by mutual trust as well as by a desire 

for relaxed fraternal relations, in the interest of the citizens of both 

t nd South Yemen. 
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The Clear Soviet Stand 


_Question}] Could you assess the Soviet Union's stand on the new situation 
in Yemen, especially since the Soviet stand has been somewhat unclear during 


ind since the incidents? 


.Answer}| Actually, we have not noticed any ambiguity in the Soviet stand. 
it was a clear and forceful stand reaffirming two principles. The first held 


that whatever goes on within the YSP is an internal matter involving only 

he party, and thus reaffirmed the principle of non-intervention in PDRY af- 
tairs. the second reaffirmed the basic bonds of friendship between the Sov- 
lon and the PDRY, and the USSR's total commitment to implementing the 
igreements signed by both parties in all areas, particularly the economic. 
We respect and fully appreciate this stand, and our friendship will continue 
row and expand in the future. 


.eturn of tne Kefupyees 


ltuestion} How will you solve the problem of the refugees, who are estimated 
1iousands from Abin Governorate alone? 
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[Answer] We have passed a series of measures which will guarantee the peace- 
ful return of the refugees to their homes and jobs. The only thing remaining 
is coordination with our brothers in North Yemen, which we feel is essential 
so that everyone who so desires can return without any restrictions, except 
for those wanted for trial. We have already initiated contacts in this dir- 
ection, and we will continue to make every possible contact to bring about 
the return of as many as possible of those staying in North Yemen. Coordin- 
ation in this connection is continuing. 


[Question] What are you doing to repair the destruction in Aden, and how, 
and with what resources, will you rebuild? 


[Answer] We can rebuild the destruction by freezing some of the projects in 
the 5-year plan and by shifting part of the appropriations for these non- 
urgent projects to cover the cost of rebuilding what was destroyed. This is 
from the cost angle. From the participatory angle, all sectors of the popu- 
lation in all the governorates have taken part in rebuilding the destruction 
in Aden, which proves their strong determination to overcome the effects of 
the 13 January plot. Without a doubt, the support which we are receiving 
from our brothers and friends will play an important part in financing our 
next 5-year plan, since fraternal and friendly nations have expressed their 
readiness to help finance the next 5-year plan, alongside local financing. 
We also expect that aid from fraternal countries will be increased, thus en- 
abling us to carry out all the projects included in our next 5-year plan. 


The Party Congress Will Be In June 


[Question] It has been announced in Aden that preparations are now under 
wav for the YSP general congress. When do you expect it to meet? What are 
the most important matters which will be brought up? What do you think of 
the remarks being made by Former President ‘Ali Nasir and his supporters to 
the effect that holding the congress would pave the way for schism in the 
party and its organizations? 


[Answer] This will not be a congress, but a party “conference.” According 
to the party's internal by-laws, it is permissible to hold a “conference” be- 
tween congresses. It will be held in June, a decision which was made by the 
Central Committee in its last session. The conference will consider a work- 
ing paper analyzing the 13 January incidents, in order to evaluate them and 
come up with new insights, remedies and resolutions for strengthening party 
unity and ensuring that what happened is not repeated. 


Of course, ‘Ali Nasir's innuendoes that the conference will lay the founda- 
tions for schism are untrue, because the conference will be coming up with 
remedies, solutions and resolutions which will strengthen the party's unity 
and cohesiveness and guarantee that what happened will not be repeated. 


[Question] What about the tripartite treaty between Aden, Libya and Ethiopia? 


[Answer] The treaty has not been abolished. 





Excellent Relations With the GCC 


[Question] How would you assess the PDRY's relations with the United Arab 
Emirates in particular and the GCC states in general? 


[Answer] They are excellent brotherly relations which are becoming even bet- 
ter by virtue of the sound, correct bases and guidelines which I have laid 
down for them. We hope that we can all strive to better preserve these guide- 
lines, so as to maintain further development of these relations and strengthen 
cooperation in various economic, cultural and social areas. 


An Investment Program For Expatriates 


[Question] What about the PDRY government's plan for attracting expatriate 
capital for investment in the country? 


[Answer] A program has been launched to explain the investment law which 
encourages Yemeni expatriates to take part in their country's development 
projects. We have already begun this activity, which will, during the course 
of the current 5-year plan, continue to offer projects in which our expatri- 
ates can participate. There are many such projects. 


This program also includes inviting as many expatriates as possible to visit 
the PDRY to look into these projects. Naturally, there will be sufficient 
guarantees for the expatriates’ funds and shares in the various projects, in 
accordance with the investment law. 


Here we would like to reassure the expatriates that the future heralds well 
for our economy's growth. We call on them to take part in the growth which 
is expected to take place in coming years. 


Reviving the Steadfastness Front 


[Question] The news media have lately been talking of efforts to revive the 
Steadfastness Front. How true are these reports? 


[Answer] We have always called for reviving this front, and in the course of 
meetings between our leaders and the leaders of Syria, Livya and Algeria we 
have made contacts as to the possibility of reviving the Steadfastness Front. 
We are optimistic that these contacts will yield positive results. 


The Gulf War Is A Destructive One 
[Question] What do you think of the IN General Assembly's role in Arab issues? 


[Answer] Basically, the General Assembly's role has revolved around some of 

the world's hot issues, the most important being the Middle East issue, the 

Iraq-[ran war (on which it has concentrated), South Africa and the South Af- 

rican people's right to oppose apartheid, and, as the fourth problem, the 

Mamibia issue. The members of the forth-first session of the UN General 

As: embly are working to implement their resolutions, and we demand that these 
' lutions relating to all these issues be carried out. 


76 





[Question] What do you think of the developments in the Iraq-lran war and 
its effect on the region? 


[Answer] It is a war which is destroying the human and material resources 

of both Iraq and Iran, and the outcome can only be bodily losses for both 
neighboring peoples. We have taken a firm stand against the war and its con- 
tinuation and expansion, for its immediate cessation, and for peaceful nego- 
tiations to solve the problems which exist between the two countries. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


DEFENSE MINISTER AFFIRMS RECONSTRUCTION, DENIES BORDER BUILD-UP 
Abu~Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 13 Oct 86 p 18 


[Interview with PDRY Defense Minister Salih 'Ubayd Ahmad, by Mahbub ‘Ali: 
“We Have Been Able To Rebuild the Armed Forces and “eplace What Was Destroyed 
In the 13 January Incidents;" date and place not specified] 


[Text] PDRY Defense Minister Salih 'Ubayd Ahmad has affirmed that all the 
armed forces' losses following the incidents of last 13 January have been re- 
placed, saying, "We have sought help from our friends in rebuilding what was 
destroyed and guaranteeing a high state of readiness in our armed forces.” 


In an interview with AL-ITTIHAD, the defense minister denied reports of a 
military build-up on his country's borders, saying, "These reports have no 
basis in fact, and only serve the enemies of our Arab people.” Here is the 
text of the interview. 


[Question] How do you view the role of the armed forces today, after the in- 
cidents the country experienced last January? 


[Answer] We view the role of the PDRY armed forces today the same way we did 
yesterday-~by which I mean that we don't have a day-by-day way of looking at 
defense concerns. The revolution created a revolutionary armed forces cap- 
able of carrying out its role. I am not the one who determines the armed 
forces' role; that falls to the Yemeni Socialist Party and its collective 
leadership. This role is carefully outlined in the party program, which we 
follow and in light of which we work to fulfil the tasks assigned to us. 


Secondly, in spite of the basic tasks, the armed forces’ situation has changed 
because of the complicated series of new developments set off by the events 

of 13 January, and also because of the measures taken ever since the situation 
was resolved in January. Because there have been many changes, I might point 
out a few of them. 





First, the party and the state wanted to purge the armed torces of those who 
did not deserve to belong in them. In this way, our armed forces were cleared 
of the figureheads of the traitorious leadership, the profiteers, and those 
who pointed their rifles at the leaders of the party and the state, the peo- 
ple, and the revolution's arhievements. This in itself was a major gain. 


Secondly, the party and the state appreciated the role and stand taken by the 
armed forces, including its noble stand during the unfortunate January inci- 
dents. As an expression of that esteem, the armed forces was awarded the 

14 October Order on its fifteenth anniversary, and some wings, commanders, 
forces and brigades were awarded other decorations. 


Third, our people and our armed forces have recently been able to learn many 
facts about the 13 January incidents. 


Therefore, among the masses and the protectors of the nation there has arisen 
a more serious stand, and a willingness to make sacrifices in order to ach- 
ieve victory for the cause of the glorious revolution's leaders, who will 
soon be celebrating the revolution's twenty-third anniversary. I can say 
that we are making rapid, strong progress, and that the only ones who will 
tire are those swimming against the current of radical, revolutionary change 
in our country. 


[Question] How much damage did the military organizations suffer during the 
13 January plot? Have the losses and damages been replaced and the various 
wings and brigades rebuilt? 


[Answer] The armed forces are one of the gains of the revolution and a com- 
ponent of our country's progressive regime. The individual members of the 
armed forces are part of the people, who suffered much harm and loss during 
the bloody January incidents. Obviously, the plot inflicted great damage on 
the armed forces, along with losses in morale and military material and in- 
stallations, which forced us to use a considerable amount of our human and 
material capabilities and resources, and to seek rurther aid from our friends 
for rebuilding, a difficult and pressing task which consisted of rebuilding 
what was destroyed, replacing what was lost, and guaranteeing a high state of 
readiness and a fighting capability which could meet the need to defend the 
nation's sovereignty and the revolution's gains as quickly as possible. We 
started on this task right after the incidents; in fact, I can say that the 
rebuilding began even during the incidents. With high determination, once 
everything we needed was made available, we restored things to normal ahead 
of schedule. Our armed forces have now become capable of functioning effic- 
iently. 


We Feel No Danger 


[Question] How true are the reports that the PDRY army surrounded the Ethi- 
opian embassy in Aden and tried to storm it? 


{Answer] ‘The fabricated, unfounded reports being circulated by hostile infor- 
mation agencies trying to damage the warm relations between the Yemeni and 
Etniopian revolutions, which are founded on common blood, are not new to 

in the least. 








[Question] There have been reports of a military build-up on the borders 
with North Yemen. How true are they? 


[Answer] How could anyone ask that? Even though we have noticed the atten- 
tion which many foreign and Arab information media have been giving to what 
they describe as a build-up, military operations and training camps, I regret 
to inform you that such news reports serve the enemies cf our Arab people by 
stirring up notions of war and strife, aggravating good-neighbor relations, 
aud distracting the Arab people and states from their fundamental causes-- 
national liberation, restoration of usurped Arab rights, and channeling mass 
resources to serve the bettering of living standards. 


We as a state have a clear identity. Our foreign policy is built on the 
principles of peaceful coexistence, and our relations with the region's coun- 
tries are good and constantly improving. We do not want to confirm the pre- 
sence of the so-called build-up, because we don't feel that there is any 
basis to that which is even worth mentioning. We are not threatening anyone, 
and at the same time we feel no danger from anyone. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS DISCUSSED 

Al-Bawn Project 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 19 Sep 86 p 3 
[Article by Naji ‘Abdallah al-Harazi] 


[Text] I encountered brother Engineer ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Jabr at a meeting and 
we discussed, as a side issue, the agricultural development being experienced 
by our country under this blessed administration whose march is led by 
brother Col ‘Ali "Abdallah Salih, the president of the republic, the armed 
forces general commander, and the secretary general of the People's General 
Congress. We talked about the state's ceaseless efforts in this important 
area and touched on numerous gigantic projects spread throughout the various 
parts of our country, noting, for example, the project to rebuild the great 
Ma'rib Dam, the southern heights rural development project, the central 
heights project, the Agricultural Loan Bank, and the local cooperative 
development councils and their role in the area of agricultural development. 
Suddenly, the man interrupted the conversation to say: There is a new and 
old project at the same time and we must mention it on the occasion. When 

I asked him why it is new and old at the same time, he said: Because work 
on the project began in 1977, but the project did not achieve the results 
hoped from it for numerous technical reasons and circumstances until this 
year, 1986, when a new Yemeni administration took the project over. It then 
began to give positive signs promising success. This does not meant that 

we slight the importance of the efforts exerted since the project was 
four.ded. On the contrary, that period provided us with great experience 
from which we are benefiting in our current effort. 


When I found the man eager to talk about al-Bawn complete rural development 
project, I asked him about the reason for his enthusiasm. He answered with 
a smile: I am this project's general director and I received the honor of 
this responsibility only a few months ago. He then invited me to visit the 
project which is located 60 kilometers from the capital--on the highway 


between 'Umran and Sa'dah, to be specific. We agreed on a daie. Jn the 
set day, I headed for the project and when I arrived I did not find the 
brother general director because he was busy with several tasks in Sanaa. 
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cultivation of fruits and vegetables. In 1986, the section began to expand 
its activities, employing daily individual and collective visits to the 
farmers, guidance lectures with slides, and practical demonstrations in 
fruit-tree pruning. A guidance center was opened in the Raydah area and 
another in the Jawb area. We now have plans to open a number of other 
guidance centers, if the resources become available. 


The section has also engaged in efforts to control the pests that afflict 

the area's crops, such as the wheat pest, the potato worm, and the early 

and late potato blight. The control activities are ceaseless. The section 
either makes on-the-spot visits to the farmers or supplies them with pesti- 
cides and spraying equipment at token prices. The section also supplies 

the farmers with the fertilizer and with the various kinds of seeds and fruit 
seedlings they need at token prices. 


Experiments in Project Area 


‘Ali Isma'il al-Musaybi, the deputy general director of al-Bawn complete 
rural development project, also said that the project cooperates with the 
Agricultural Research Authority in conducting studies and experiments on 
wheat cultivation in the project area, adding: I would like to stress here 
that the preliminary results of these studies and experiments promise good 
results in wheat production. The potato-multiplication project supplies 
al-Bawn project with improved potato tubers to distribute them to the farmers 
at token prices. The seed-multiplication project supplies al-Bawn project 
with improved strains of (Slalika-type) wheat to be distributed to the citi1- 
zens at token prices. 


Brother al-Musaybi added that the project offers its seeders and harvesters 
to the farmers to use according to their need. It also offers them modern 
equipment to prepare the soil, considering that the project owns modern 
agricultural machinery which we hope will increase in number so that we may 
be able to meet the increasing needs of the area's farmers. 


Good Reception 


On the extent of the response of the area's farmers and their awareness of 
the importance of this project and their dealings with it, the broti.er deputy 
general director of al-Bawn complete rural development project said: 


As you can see, scores of citizens who wish to benefit from the services 

of the project's various sections visit the project daily and ask for the 
advice and instructions they need. Some come to ask for agricultural advice, 
for pesticides, seeds, fertilizer, and for spraying equipment. Some come 

to have their sheep vaccinated, treated, or cross-bred, and others come to 
familiarize themselves with what the project offers. Often, the brother 
specialists in the project's various sections pay on-the-spot visits, inspect 
the citizens’ farms and herds, treat the herds for illnesses from which they 
suffer, or provide the farmers with the necessary instructions and advice. 





On my visit to the project, I saw the installations and buildings which make 
up the project. [t includes housing for the workers (one type of housing 

for married workers and another tor unmarried workers), a maintenance work- 
Shop, and three storage hangars. This is in addition to the project manage- 
ment offices which include the project officials’ offices and the guidance 
services and sales section. The project acreage covers a large area extend- 
ing from 'Umran to Hawth. I left the project site wishing the project and 
its officials fuil success so that the project may perform the tasks required 
of it and may actively contribute to the area's complete rural development. 


southern Heights Project 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 22 Sep 86 p 10 


[ext] The southern heights rural development project is one of the pioneer 
projects in Yemen's rural development. It is also a mainstay of the first 
and second 5-year plans for economic and social development in the agricul- 
tural sector by virtue of the complete and comprehensive objectives and 
programs this project contains for the rural development of Ta'‘izz and Ibb 
Governorates where Yemen's most important agricultural lands exist. This 

is a result of abundant rainfall, a moderate climate, and a high population 
density equalling threefold the density in other areas. 


The project's second phase calls for: 


¥ [Increasing the farmers' income and improving their economic and social 
Standard by increasing agricultural production, enhancing the livestock 


resources, and providing rural guidance services. 


[mproving the rural population's public health by supplying clean drink- 
ing water, fighting bilharzia, and providing health and diet education. 


Most Important Activities Carried Out by Project to Achieve Objectives Set 
for Period from 1981 to 30 June 1986: 


Accomplishments: 
[. Expansion in Guidance Services for Farmers: 


The project's agricultural guidance agency is currently working to complete 
/ agricultural complexes and 66 agricultural guidance centers, of which 3 
complexes and 27 agricultural centers were built during the first phase. 
One complex and 6 centers are currently under construction. 


rr P P - ° . ae Z 
[The agricultural complexes, the guidance centers, and the project s other 
sections offer their services to the farmers in an area of 82,000 hectares. 


Crop and vegetable productivity has increased between 34-127 percent of what 


was targeted in the project's plan. 
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The agricultural guidance services have been provided through the following 
activities: 


Ll. Guidance meetings with farmers: 


The project's agricultural guidance agency has devoted increased attention 
to holding guidance meetings so as to train the farmers to implement agri- 
cultural recommendations that help in crop increase and diversification, 

in tertilizer utilization, in pest control, in utilization of improved high- 
productivity seed, in vegetable, fruit tree, and coffee cultivation, and 

in the use of mechanized agriculture to reduce production costs. A total 

of 10,100 farmers attended such meetings. 


2. Farmers' evenings: 


The project's agricultural guidance agency has been organizing farmers' 
evenings since 1984 as an effective means of contacting village farmers to 
train them on technical agricultural aspects and as an instrument to support 
the other agricultural means so as to achieve the best results from applying 
the guidance agency's recommendations which contribute to increasing agricul- 
tural production. The farmers’ evenings also deal with other issues 
connected with health and education and social development. A total of 76 
such evenings have been organized. 


3. Selecting and training rural leaderships: 


The project's agricultural guidance agency expanded its activity to select 
and train rural leaderships by virtue of expansiou in the guidance services 
and of the success the local rural leaders achieved, with the help of the 
guidance agency, in providing services, transmitting recommendations and 
messages to the tarmers, and containing problems that affect production. 


The number of local rural leaders has amounted to 993 leaders. 
4, Setting up demonstration farms and complexes in farmers' fields: 


The agricultural guidance agency sets up demonstration farms and complexes 
in the farmers' fields to apply the latest technical agricultural recom- 
mendations that contribute to increasing and diversifying production and 
to increasing the farmer's income by devoting attention to crops with high 
and rewarding economic yield. 


The project supplies the agricultural production requirements for these 
demonstration farms (seed disinfectant, improved seeds, fertilizer, and pest 
control). 


The project has also encouraged intensive cultivation by crop loading (grains 
plus Legumes). 
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A total of 5,220 demonstration fields and complexes were implemented by 30 
June 1986. 


5. Organizing field days: 


The guidance agency organizes field days for the various crops cultivated 

in the demonstration farms where the agency implements modern agricultural 
recommendation and methods to convince the farmers of the benefits of 
implementing modern recommendations and of the possibility of applying these 
recommendations practically in their farms. 


A total of 496 field days have been organized. 


6. Encouraging farmers to replace conventiona] iocal seeds by improved high- 
productivity seeds: 


Large quantities of the improved seeds have been cultivated and have proven 
their economic feasibility and their high and rapid yield. This has been 
done with the aim of increasing the acreage cultivated, of increasing the 
farmer's income, and of contributing to the food supply. 


7. Introducing the cultivation of vegetables with a high and rewarding 
economic yield to partially replace the conventional crops so as to increase 
the rural family's income and to improve its living standard. 


[I. Expansion in Methods of Crop Protection: 


The project has shown increased interest in improving the methods and means 
of agricultural pest control in the areas where it offers its services. 

It has done this by supplying sophisticated control equipment and pesticides 
to be used in the governorate's public pest-control campaigns and in its 
guidance campaigns for pest-control in the variouscrops, fruits trees, and 
coffee. 


The project carried out agricultural pest-control activity in an estimated 
area of 61,000 hectares and for 33,000 treees in the period from 1981 to 
30 June 1986. 


In addition to the above, the project carries out agricultural quarantine 
activities in the governorate to ensure the safety of crops and fruit trees 
and to prevent the introduction of new pests with products or seedlings 
imported from abroad or with seedlings produced in the project's operational 
area and supplied to other parts of the republic. 


III. Planting Demonstration Orchards in Farmers' Fields: 


The project has planted demonstration orchards, using varied seedlings 
(fruits, coffee), in the farmers’ fields to train the farmers on cultivating 
and serving orchards correctly and to further convince them to plant mure 
fruit trees so as to develop the demonstration orchards planted by the 
project. 
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IV. Home Economics and Social Services Program 


lut of its awareness of women's role in rural life and of their contribution 
o rural development, the project devoted attention to this activity through 
the home economics centers. In the second phase, the project opened 35 
(centers) where 5,974 rural women were trained on various activities to 
improve diet, public health, mother and child care, and rural food indus- 
tries. This is in addition to training them on agricultural production 
Operations. 


17 


J. Expanding Veterinary Care Services and Improving Livestock Resources: 


\. The project has supplied varied veterinary care services which had not 
been available before it came into existence, such as vaccinating livestock 


against cattle plague, foot-and-mouth disease and sheep smallpox while treat- 


ng internal and external parasites and other diseases as they appear. The 
ject supplied these services to improve livestock health and to increase 
production of meats and other products. 


fhe project introduced international high-productivity strains of cattle, 
kens, and bees and supplied fodder concentrates produced by the plant 
itrols. It also provides the farmers with studies to set up chicken 


farms, sheep and goat farms, and bee farms according to modern methods. 


ig is a summary of the most important accomplishments in the area 
livestock resources: 


tal number of technical economic studies provided to tne farmers [as 
nblished 


NKgg-laying chickens have been supplied. 


2) 


i 


Lk-producing cows have been supplied. 
lodern beehives have [been supplied]. 


roduction and distribution have been completed [as published]. 


VI. Public Health: 


o safeguard the farmer's public health, the project supplies clean water, 
nspects slaughterhouses, and destroys meats unfit for consumption. 


‘hrough its bilharzia unit, the project examines and treats the citizens 


nspects and disinfects infested sewers because bilharzia is widespread 


countryside and it afflicts the farmers and lessens their ability 


rk, thus affecting production negatively. 





VIL. Agricultural Loaning: 

In view of the importance of the role of cooperative agricultural lLoaning 

in securing production requirements, in advancing loans to the farmers, in 
speeding up development of the agricultural sector, and in influencing the 
project's operational area, a sum of 51,606,100 Yemeni riyals was allocated 
for agricultural loans in the project's plan so that the farmers may be given 
loans by: 

The Loan Bank branch in Ta'‘izz. 


The Loan Bank branch in I[bb. 


The following types of loans were given to the farmers during the second 
phase: 


Short-term loans. 

Medium and long-term loans. 

VIIL. Rural Engineering: 

A. Clean drinking water projects: 

To contribute to improving the citizens’ public health by supplying clean 
drinking water, the project built 104 drinking water projects from which 
a total of 446,620 citizens benefit. The projects are distributed as 
follows: 

A total of 56 projects in Ta'izz, from which 259,720 citizens benefit. 

A total of 48 projects in Ibb, from which 186,900 citizens benefit. 

B. Engineering installations: 

Engineering activities in the project's operation areas were expanded to 
counter the constant expansion in the areas to which the project provides 
its services. 

C. Guidance centers: 


A total of 38 agricultural guidance centers were built in Ta'izz and [bb 
Governorates and 6 other centers are under construction. 


D. Agricultural Loan Bank buildings and offices: 


Four branch offices were built tor the Agricultural Cooperative Loan Bank 
in [fa izz, al-Jurbah, I[bb, and Yarim. 


Three warehouses were built for the Cooperative Loan Beak in the two 


governorates. 
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following work was also carried out: 
ranch building and offices in Ibb. 
corral in al-Hawban. 
The todder plant building in al-Hawban. 
Four additional pens tor the chicken farm belonging to tn project in 
. Training Local Cadres: 
t 1. the framework of training the local cadres working in the project, 
ject devoted attention to training inside and outside the republic 
re the start ot work and during work so that the cadres may gain skills 
and ertise in the various spheres of the project's work. The following 
n courses were provided: 
side the republic: 
A. A special course for agricultural guides before joining the services. 
iduation, the trainees, numbering 22, joined the project. 
training course for female guides which was attended by 14 trainees. 
total of 68 intensive booster courses which were attented by 763 
le the republic: 
tal of 121 local cadres working in the project's various spheres were 
nt to special courses aborad to enhance their expertise and to improve 
irious si ions performance standard. 
r 's Immediate Benefits: 
\ total nearl 1,513 villages with 48,000 farming families benefit 
fr e project. 
rop and vegetable productivity has increased between 34-127 percent 
D nnd what was targeted in the project's plan. 
| yrroduction of fruit, coffee, forest tree, and ornamental seedlings 
ucreased fro 00,000 seedlings in 1980 to nearly 500,000 in 1980 [presum- 
ib 86], i.e., by more than 400 percent beyond what was targeted. 
4 roject's economic yield amounts to 23 percent in this phase during 
‘ars until it reaches the phase of full growth [as published]. 
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As to the impact of the services offered by the project and the degree 
which they are put to use, we find that this impact is evident in the 


increased production of the areas supervised by the project in comparison 


with the production of the areas that have not benefited from its servi 


The southern heights area is one of Yemen's most important agricultural 
by virtue of the abundance of rainfall, a moderate climate, and the high 


population density. Recent statistics of the Ministry of Agriculture and 


Fish Resources indicate that the southern heights area cultivates nearly 
one fourth the republic cultivable acreage and contributes to the domest 
production as follows: 

The area cultivates nearly 22 percent of the republic's corn, 14 percent 
of its millet, 52 percent of its (al-hind), 20 percent of its wheat, 
cent of its barley, 48 percent of the republic's various grains, and 37 


percent of its vegetables. 


The area produces 76 percent of the republic's potato output, 7 percent 


+ 


its tomatoes, 37 percent of its onions, 43 percent of its garlic, 97 pei 


+ _ + 


25 percent of its fennel, 76 percent of its carrots, and 


of its beans, 


percent of its leeks. 


The area's fruit production represents the following: 


Ten percent of the republic's banana production, 31 percent of its mango 


production, 10 percent of its peach and pomengranate production, 29 per 
of its fig production, 30 percent of its quince production, and 48 perce 
of its guava production. 


7, 2 
1s ¢ 


With greater and more concerted efforts, with honed capabilities, with m 


effective agricultural guidance, with more widespread guidance services 


the area, with implementation of the modern technical agricultural recom 


J 


mendations proposed by the agricultural guidance agencies, and by supp 
the agricultural production requirements at the right price and time and 
in the right place, the production of crops, fruits, and vegetables can 
increased and the area can enhance its contribution to the domestic prod 


lf-sufficiency and the food security which our 
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PAPERS REPORT OPPOSITION PROBLEMS IN CAMPAIGN 


Jessore Rally Aborted 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 11 Oct 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


Dhaka 


[Text } 


KHULNA. Oct 10 : Sheikh 
Hasina, President of Awami 
League, today alleged that she 
was not allowed to fog ao a 
public meeting at the Jessore 
Town Hall ground as police had 
occupied the dais. 

she told newsmen at the 
residence of her late uncle 
Sheikh Naser that she was for- 
ced to hold the meeting on the 
street outside (the, Town Hall 


ounds. 
- Sheikh Hasina further alle- 
ged that police also took away 
the microphones from her meet- 
ing at Tala upazila under Sat~- 
khira. 

Sheikh Hasina, who arrived 
here from Jessore after address- 
ing a number of way side meet- 
ings on her way to visit the flood 
affected — ~ oo district 
alleged t the go 
instead of helping the victims 
was busy twith the elections. 


ENP Mymensineh 


BNP chief and Seven-party 
Khaleda 


alliance leader 


Zia yesterday alleged that she 


the Jatiya Press Club that 
the Mymensingh district aus- 
horities prevented her supporters 
from entering the 

ground by imposing Section 144. 


THE NEW NATION in English 11 Oct 86 


She demanded that the flood 
stricken areas in Khulna should 
be declared as ‘distressed areas’ 

Sheikh Hasina also claimed 
that relief was inadequate in the 
flood hitareas and demanded 
that medical teams should be 
despatched there immediately. 

Sheikh Hasina accused the 
government of rehabilitating those 
“‘who killed Bangabandhu and 
those who smuggied in weapons 
from abroad including Lt. Cal. 
(Rtd) Farooq Rahman.” 

Answeting a number of ques- 
tions Sheikh Hasina said that 
-~ 4 would attend the parliament . 
w it is summonedfagain, ‘pro- 
vided there exists a congentia! 
atmosphere. ” 

Sheikh Hasina will visit the 
food affected areas under Da-m:- 
Tia upazila today. 


Raily Blocked 
pp l, 8 


They also came under baton 
charges and teargas sheil firings, 
she further alleged. 

Begum Zia.who came straight 
from Mymensingh to the Press 
Club at 7 p.m. further said at 
least two of her supporters were 
atrested and number of others 
sustained injuries. 

She said that a rickshaw- 
puller, Abdul Majid, received 
serious head injumes and her 
party’s youth leader Tofazzal 
Hossain was allegedly hit by a 


BANGLADESH 





bayonet. Salehin and Sujauddin, 
leaders of Sramik Dal, the BNP 
labour front were also injured. 
She further said that a number 
of others were also injure and 
arrested but could not give 
details, 

Begum Zia told reporters 
that (whea her motorcade rea- 
ched the outskirts of the My- 
mensingh town it was stopped 
by police, led by the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) of the dis- 
trict near the Mymensingh Me- 
dical College. 

The DC informed her that 
she would not be allowed to hold 
the rally at Town Hall ground 
as the permission for it was not 


granted. 

Begum Zia, accompanied ' by 
party leaders Obaidur Rahman, 
Farida Rahman, Rafiqu! Islam 
and others reached there at 
about ‘2-10 p.m. when they 
were intercepted by police. She 
said, when the DC told her 
that she would§not be allowed to 
hold the meeting at Town Hail 
‘*l argued with him that there 
was no ban on_ holding 
of meetings and proceeded 
towards the Town Haill.”’ 


“When we went near the 


Town Hall we were again stopped 


and the authorities said that the 
people would not be allowed 
to proceed. Then i ueclared 
that we would hold the rally 
there. At this moment the DC 
declared thatthe Section 144 
had been proclaimed iu the area 
and ordered all to leave,”’ 
she said. At the same time 
police swooped down on tha 
people with batons and lired 
teargas shells, she added. 


The seven-party leader tolc 
newsmen that later she led 
a procession and held a 
brief meeting at the crossing 
near Medical College. She 
called upon the people that her 
alliance programme would con- 
tinue. 

She said that the Mymen- 
singh incident once uagain 
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“proved that the government 
does not want democracy in the 
country. There cannot be any 
rationale behind the action that 
some people would be allowed to 
speak but others would not.” 


_. Asked to comment on Pre- 
sident Ershad'’s recent remark 
on Sheikh Hasina, Begum Zia 
said any such remark about 
anybody working for restoration 
of d was condemnable 
and added ‘we will resist any 
repression on anybody struggling 
for democracy’. 

When asked to comment on 
presidential candidate Lt. Col. 
(rtd) Farook Rahman views on 
Augus! i5 she said that it 
was his matter and he 
Should be asked to comment 
on it. ‘Our stand regarding 
Independence Day on March 26 
and Victory Day on December 
16 are very clear. Truth can 
not be denied”, she added. 

Begum Zia said her progra- 
mmes for a visit to Manikganj 
today would remain unchanged. 
She:s scheduled to address a 
public meeting at Ghior Thana 
High School at 3 p. m. 


Meanwhile, Abul Kashem 
and Mirza Abbas, president 
and general secretary of the 
Jubo Dal in a statement yester- 
day condemned the arrests of 
Jubo Dal leaders of Bogra 
Zainal Abedin Chand 
Harunur Rashid Harun and 
Tofazzal Hossain of Mymen- 
singh. Demanding the release 
of all they also condemned the 
alleged harassment and warrant 
of arrests against Jubo Dal lea- 
ders of Manikgan}. 

DC’S VERSION 

The Deputy Commissioner 
of Mymensingh told reporters 
that there had been some commo- 
tion but no untoward incident 
took place in the town. 

He said that the BNP had 
sought permission to hold the 
meeting at the Town Hail 
ground earlier, but he informed 
them about the denial of the 
permission on Thursday. 











Student Arrests 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Oct 86 pp l, 8 


{Text ] 


according to pros releases. 
Accordi~g to a press release 
of Islami Chhatra Shibir, p>lice 
on Saturday night arrested 
n Sardar. 


secretary of the 
and Abdul Quadir Saleh, presi- 


dent of the city comnittce of 
Chhatra Shibir, from TSC 
area of the Dhaka University 
at 10 p.m. on Saturday. 

Sultan Ahmed, president of 
the Islami Chhatra Shibir, 
demanded release of all political 
prisoners including the two 
Shibir leaders. 

In a statement Nirmal Sen, 
a leader of the five party allian- 
ce, demanded an end tothe 
harassment 


to torture. 
The Central Students Action 
Committee in a ‘statement deman- 


and activists including Obaid 
. It also called for an end 
to what it said harassment 
of leaders and workers of student 
groups during police raids at 


city League (S-M) and 
Abdul Halim, president of JSD 
(Inu) Patuakhali Sadar upazila 
unit from in front of the Jatiya 
Press Club on Thursday. He 
demanded their immediate rele- 
ase. 


Chittagong Arrests 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Oct 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


At least 25 including 
pone leaders were arr- 
ested in Chittazong io last two 


days. 

y police declined to disclose 
the exact number of arrests bus 
said Mabtabuddin Chowdhury, 


unit of Awami League and Utpal 
Dutta, President Chhatra Union 
metropolitan unit were arrested 
from their residence carly yes- 
terday. 
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Eight-party alliance will 
hold a protest meeting tomorrow 
aga at Central Shahid 


Rar. 
RANGPUR 
Correspondent 


from 








Rangpur adds : 
students and oppositioh leaders 
were arrested here last 
The arrested leaders are doctor 
Abdus Sobhan Khan Vice President 
United NAP. Mortuja Ahmed, 


Organising Secretary, 


Four 


local 
night. 


Bangla- 


desh Students League, Rabi- 

Rafikul Islam, Assistant Cror- 

dinator, BSD and Satikul Alam 

Salim, Assistant General Secre- 

es of Bangladesh Students 
nion. 


Mushiganj Public Meeting 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 13 Oct 86 p 1 


[Text | 


Begum Zia was net allowed 


roceed .owards the venue 
by police at Jognagar five 
miles from Munshigany. After a 
long wait the policemen were 


—y to withdraw under pres 
from the people poll mr 
m Zia peaches 


meeting at Char 
Mukterpur ferryghat. 

ng the crowd who 
had ouhavet there the BNP 
chief said thet the movement 
for the establishment of demo 
cracy and rule of law will con 


me on October 13 and 


lam, Abdul Hve Jahanara Begum 
Siddiqur Rahman anj others. 

Professor Badruddeza Chow. 
dhury said that the pi are 
now in acute hardship following 
the soaring prices af essentials. 
But the gov:rnment has not 
shown any intemesi in mitigat- 
ing the sifferings of the com- 
mon man. instead they are _ 
in winning election. 


Opposition Leeiers Arrested 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH ORSFRVER in English 14 Oct 86 pp l, 8 


[Text } 


Top level political leaders in- 
ng BNP chief Begum Kha 
jeda Zia and =Awam League 
Chicf Sheikh Hasina were detain 
ed during ths past two davs, 
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina 
were interned in their respective 
houses from Mondav 
Other leaders includ‘ne 
Abdus Sainad Azaa of Awami 
League, Pragessor Jaianara Be- 
m, Mrs.  shahina Khan and 
1. Col. (Retd) Akbar Hossain 
of BNP and Democratic Leagus 
leader Mr Oali Ahad were arrested 
The police raided tie houses of 
NAP (Unified) leader Mr Altaf 


Mr. . 





Hossain Mr. Pankoj Bhattachar- 
ya, Mr Aziz Islam anc Mr, 
Suranjit Sen Gupta. BNP Iea- 
ders. Mustafivur Ratwnan Ohbai- 
dur Rahman Farida Rahman 
and others Many top ranking Ica 
ders of opposition purties have 
gone into luding to i.vend arrests 

Jamaat-<-Islami chief Mr. Ab 
bas Ali._Khan was detained on 
Sunduv night but tater released 
on Monday 

Shitkh Hasina went to Jativa 
Sangsad Bhavan to scek protce 
t10n irom the Speaker T The Spea- 
ater Was not pres¢rt at the 
Sanesad Bhavan. Shekh Hasina 
remained insick the Sangsad 





Bhavan for quite sometime and 


talked to newsmen, She said, 
our movement for restoration 
of unalloyed democ and 


fundamental! rights yp S 
ing military rule will continue, 
President Ershad is addressing 
meetings but we ars not allowed 
She added. lhis has curbed mv 
fundamentai rights, she said 
She said the money carmark 
for presidential elections should 
be diverted ' rehalilitate the 
country’s tlood victims 

She said that President Ershad 
has pushed the country to vio 
lence. She said that the killers 
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
his asscciates were indulging 
in act. Of terrorism ond shifung 
the blame on others. 

Later on Shakh Hasina drove 
to the Road Number 32, Dhan 
mondi residence of her father. 
The Police swiftly ccerdoned olf 
her house. The pciice barred 
her from coming cut of the 
house. At this stage she address 
ed a small gathering in front of 
the house. 

Meanwhile Jamaa(—-Islami 
held a brief meeting of a small 
crowd in front of Fulbaria The 
mecting was addressed by some 
mid-leve] party leaders. 

The police hevever, swift! 
chased away the crowd und too 
into custody some jumaat lea- 
ders from there. 

The Seve-Party A)liance held 


Yore on Arrests 


a brief mecting in front of 
Curzon Hail Presided over by 
Mr. A. Matin Chowdhury, it was. 
addressed umong others by Mr. 
Nazmul Huda and Mr ar 
Hossain. 

Leaders of Jatiyatabadi Chha 
tra Dal and JIubo Dal brought 
out separate small processions 
which paradea roads on the 
Dhaka Univers.ty campus raising 
various slogars. 

The Five-Party Alllarce also 
tried to bring out small proces 
sions from in front of Houss 
Buiidlng Finance Curporation 
area. The processions were prom 
pily chased by the police, 

Various political parties in se 
Parate Statements liave condemn 
ed the arrest of puiitical lea- 
ders and government section in 
not allowing opposition pulitical 
parties to hold their meetings, 

The parties include }ive-Party 
Alliance, Jamaat<-Islami, Com 
munist Patry of Banyladesh, 
Jativa Samajjantrik Dal (Shah- 
jahan Sirai) and bangladesh 
Nefame-Isiarn lI arty. 

Mr KM Ovaidur Rahman 
iM A Statement trom his hick 
out condemard the internment 
of Begum /ia and <rrest of 
other political leaders He said 
President Ershad should hand 
over powcr to a neutral gov- 
crnment for pavine the wav for 
holding presidential ara parila- 
mentary clections 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in ©nglish 14 Oct 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


The Opposition alliances and 
parties could not hold their 
scheduled public meetings in the 
city yesterday at the venues 
announced by them carlier as 
members of the law-enforcing 
agencies took over possession of 
the entire Gulista™ arcas. 

Awami lec me chief and 
ptr usd! Kadir 
kh Hasina, who is O>position 
Leader in the Pariiamem. was 
not allowed to move out of her 
Dhanmondi residence while 
BNP chief and Seven Party 
Alliance leader Begum Khaieda 


Zia was prevented from coming 
out of her cantonment residence. 
Beth of them were to address 
public me ctings yesterday, 
afternoon. 

Accompanied bv Awami 
League !caders Tofail Ahmed 
and MA Jalil. Sheikh Hasi- 

. started for Burt *4 «crear 
uait t > GR Cacteds Gece ibcdecd 
her house. at around 4-40 p.m. 


, , 
f ashe ~s tl 


4h 


As the car came out 
of the house, some police officers 
approached her with a request 
to stay In the house on the 
plea of her security problem. 
Meanwhile, a truck cattying 
policemen and some police vans 
blocked the road. 

Sheikh Hasina wanted to 
know whosefsecurity was at stake 
At this, a Police officer entrea- 
ted her repeatedly not to 
move ahead. She said it was 
her democratic nght to attend a 
public meeting and the police 
had no right to obstruct a flag 
car. 

She then got down 
from her car and = sald, 
“we believe in constitutional 
politics-not violeace. | know 
thatthe people are with us. 
However, these innocent men 
(police) will lose their jobs and 








a meeting there cancelling 
our sommiinten. He called upon 
the people to standup against 
repression and injustice. 

M.A. Jalil said that under 
the leadership of Sheikh 
Hasina anti-martial law move- 


law, repression is contiouing 
and the economy of the country 
has collapsed, he added. 

Earlier Sheikh Hasina went 
to parliament Bhavan. She was 
accompanied dy Tofail Ahmhd, 
MA Jalil and her personal 
staff. 
Talking to journalists at 
around 3-30 PM at the pariia- 
ment Bhavan, she said that in 
the last few days the police had 
arrested 600 to 700 political 
leaders and workers allover the 
country while others were hiding 
to avoid harassment, repression 
and arrest. 

Narrating the sufferings of 
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the flood-affected people, she 
said that they were living a 
subhuman life without relief 
and shelter. 

Demanding resignation of 
the government, she said that 
this governmeht had no right 
to stay ion power since it had 
pushed the country towards a 
state of chaos, **We believe in 
a democra s system and tran- 
fer of powcr through ballots’, 
she added. 

She said that the gove rn- 
ment had turned the radio and 
the televisson into its ‘“‘daily 


Referring to Col. (retd,) 
Farooq’s candidacy in the ‘presi- 
dential election. she said presi- 
dent Ershad’s goveroment put 
asnake inthe field to see its 
performance. Now it has raised 
its fang to bite it.’ 
7-PARTY 

The Seven-Party Alliance 
public meeting scheduled to be 
held at Gulistan square yester- 
day afternoon could not be held 
as the venue was guarded by 


police. 

BNP Chairman Begum Kha- 
leda Zia who was to address 
the meeting was not allowed to 
come out of her ¢antonment 
residence. 

As she was coming out of 
her house at3 p.m. a group 
of police officials including 
four women police stopped 
her at the gate. A police 
officer told her they were 
asked by the authorities “‘not to 
allow you to go out for your 
own security’’. Begum Zia 
replied that she could take 
care Of herself and they should 
not bother about her. 

Failing to force her way 
through the police barricade, 
Begum Zia at one stage sat down 
on the pavement. 


Earlier. while preparing to 
leave for the public meeting, 
Begum Zia told this correspon- 
dent at her residence that the 





government had no regard for 
democratic norms although they 
spoke of restoratian of demo- 
cracy. 


She regretted that the oppo- 
sition was being deprived of ex- 
pressing their views to the people 
while the government leaders 
were freely exercising this right. 
She said the opposition might 
be forced to take to other course 
if democratic means for restora- 
tion of people's rights were closed 
although her party did not believe 
in uaconstitutional. politics. 

The BNP chief alleged harass- 
ment of opposition leaders and said 
some of her party leaders inclu- 
ding ladies were picked up in 
the early hours yesterday. 


She reiterated that their 
dawn to dusk programme for 
tomorrow would remain unchan- 
ged despite harassment. 


Meanwhile, anumber of 
Seven-Party leaders being chased 
by police from Gulistan square, 
the venue of their scheduled 
meeting. gathered near Fazlul 
Hag Hall acd held aa impromptu 
gathering. 

Presided over by BNP cen- 
tral leader Abdul Matin, it was 
addressed, among others, by 
Mr Nazrul Huda, Mia Sadequr 
Reman, Delowar Hossain and 
Zahed Hossain. They called 
upon the people to make the 
Seven-Party Alliance  pro- 
gramme for tomorrow a 
success. 


The small gathering was 
followed by a procession, mostly 
by students, which chanted 
vorious slogans. 


As the procession reached 
the High Court junction, two 
crackers were hurled at police- 
men standing guard in front of 
Shikkha Bhavan. None was, 
however, hurt. 

On being chased by police 
the processionists ran towards 
Dhaka Medical College Hospi- 
tal and dispersed. 
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PACT WITH SWFEDFN=--Baneladesh and Sweden in Mhaka on Monday sirned the third 
reneral agreement on terms and procedures for development cooperation between 
the two countries for a period of five years (1986-91), reports 8SS. General 
principles of the development cooperation between the two countries have been 
laid down in this lone term agreement which will act as the basis for the 
biennial development cooperation agreement to be signed between the two 
countries after every two years. All other specific agreements for both 
projects and import support will also be signed under the purview of this 
agreement. Additional Secretary of the Fxterna] Resources Division, Mr. M.A. 
Hena, and Swedish Ambassador to ®angladesh, Miss Eva Heckscher, sipned the 
agreement on behalf of their respective countries. [Text] [Dhaka THF 
BANGIADFSH ORSERVER in Fnelish 14 Oct fF p 8} /13104 


NEW BULGARIAN AMBASSADOK--Mr. Dimitar Stoinev Stancev has been appointed 
Ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentary of the People's Republic of 
Kulparia to Bangladesh, an official announcement satd on Monday, reports BSS. 
A career diplomat Mr. Stancev held various important positions at home and 
abroad. [Text] [Dhaka THF BANGLADFSH OBSFRVER in Fnelish 14 Oct 86 p 8] 
/13104 
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ROLE OF LIBERATION 


FRONTS IN MANIPUR DESCRIBED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 5 Oct 36 p 6 


[Text } 


/9274 


Agartala, Oct 4 — The self-styled 
chairman of the People’s Revolution- 
ary Army of Kangelipak (PREPAK) Y 
Dhirendra Singh was nabbed after a 
brief encounter with security person- 
nel at a place called Whoghabi, about 
60 kms south of Imphal, last Sunday. 

However, the PREPAK 
commander-in-chief Wanglen and op- 
eration leader Khelemba Singh who 
were with Dhiren escaped. PREPAK 
has maintained a low profile after the 
arrest of their former chairman 
Rajkumar Tulachandra Singh. 
Tulachandra got bail in July last year. 
But on 12 November last year, he was 
gunned down by security men at 
Kabawakachin, 20 kms from Imphai. 
The security personnel recovered one 
sten gun with 55 bullets and some doc- 
uments from Dhirendra Singh. 

Intelligence sources told this corre- 
spondent that the dreaded insurgent 
groups in Manipur, the Peopie’s Liber- 
ation Army (PLA) and United Nation- 
al Liberation Front (UNLF) are oper- 
ating in Manipur vailey in league with 
the NSCN. All the three groups are in 
doctrinated in Maoist line 

The National Socialists Council of 
Nagaland (NSCN) general secretary 
Mumiah and his boys are the second 
beneficiaries of China. The present 
Mizoram Chief Minister as well as the 
former MNF president and his follow- 
ers received help including arms trom 
China though the MNF members were 
not communists. But the NSCN, PLA 
and the UNFL led by Rajkumar 
Maghen are staunch Maoists. 

While PLA and UNLF want a na- 


tional liberation movement, the other 
group PREPAK is trying to whip up 
Manipur sentiments for ethnic revival 
movements. PLA has never been open- 
ly secessionist and they openly brand- 
ed the Centre as “bandit government”: 
The analysts here feel that the 
PREPAK is not receiving any help 
from NSCN because of its difference in 
ideology and line of struggle. On the 
other hand, Tribal National Volun 
teers (TNV) and PREPAK rebel 
groups are very close. While TNV cam- 
paign for a free tribal state, PREPAK 
also has been mooting the idea for a 
“pan Manipur movement” that is 
greater Manipuri movement incorpo 
rating all Manipuris despite the pre- 
sent differences between Bishnupuriya 
and Meitei. Manipuris. The idea is 
similiar to Laldenga’s greater 
Mizoram. 

Border intelligence sources said 
that the PREPAK has established 
ther: base in Bangladesh's Syihet dis- 
trict in the first part of this year. TNV 
has extended all possible help to 
PREPAK in establishing their bas¢ in 
Bangladesh. 

TNV was instrumental! in setting 
up PREPAK’s Bangladesh contacts. 
Both the rebel groups had arrived at an 
agreement in July last. TNV agreed to 
give them shelter in all TNV rest 
camps which are near the Tripura- 
Bangladesh international border. TNV 
has set up eight rest camps on eastern 
border. 

Meanwhile, informed sources said 
that PREPAK has begun recruiting 
boys trom Cachar and also selected 
some collaborations in Tripura. 
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DURG REPORTEDLY . 


HIDEOUT FOR EXTREMISTS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 5 Oct 86 p 6 


[Text ] 
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Bhopal, Oct 4 — The Madhya 
Pradesh Government is worried that 
the extremists and terrorists have cho- 
sen Durg, a district town near the steel 
city of Bhilai, as a hideout to plan their 
operations. 

The dramatic arrest of Avtar Singh 
in Durg in connection with the murder 
of General Vaidya on a tip-off has 
brought to the fore the ramifications of 
terrorist activities in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Avtar Singh is closely related to 
Sucha Singh, a liquor contractor with 
fabulous wealth, whose name figured 
prominently in the attempted assassi- 
netion of the Nirankari Baba four 


ago. 

Sucha Singh who was then a promi- 

nent Congressman and was also mayor 
of Durg for sometime before he was 
forced to resign by the then Chief Min- 
ister Arjun Singh was however freed by 
court. 
Now the State police and the Cen- 
tral Bureau of Investigations are con- 
ducting a thorough probe to find out if 
Sucha Singh sheltered the three terror- 
ists including the notorious Jinda who 
were responsible for Gen Vaidya’'s 
murder. 

Avtar Singh, during the course of 
investigations, reportedly admitted 
that two terrorists had taken shelter 
with him in Durg before they left for 
Pune to carry out their plan. Avtar 
Singh was arrested after the interroga- 
tion of Sukhdev and Nirmal Singh al- 
legedly involved in the murder of Gen 
Vaidya. 

It is believed that the assassination 
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plan was hatched while the terrorist 
stayed in Durg. 

Sucha Singh’s name also figured in 
the murder of Mrs Indira Gandhi 
though the case against him was 
dropped for want of concrete evidence. 
But the CBI then came across certain 
interesting details about Sucha Singh. 
He seems to have harboured Simranjit 
Singh Mann who established contacts 
with Attinder Pal Singh who 
masterminded the hijacking of the In- 
dian Airlines plane to Pakistan and 
also the assassination of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. The CBI also gathered evi- 
dence that showed that originally the 
conspirators planned to kill ’~ ndira 
Gandhi in Nagpur where she wus to ad- 
dress a public meeting under the aus- 
pices of the National Students Union 
of India in September 1984. It is be- 
lieved that Attinder Pal Singh and 
Mann visited Nagpur to finalise the 
plan but later gave it up as a risky 
proposition. 

Attinder Pal Singh, who is believed 
to be in Pakistan, hails from Bhopal 
and worked as press superintendent in 
an English daily published from here 
before he went underground after the 
Operation Blue Star. Attinder Pal 
Singh was given shelter in Indore be- 
fore he left for Delhi and then to 
Bombay. 





Raipur, Oct 4 (PTI) — Police have ar. 
rested at Durg a woman, who confessed 
that Shukhdev Singh and Nirmal Singh, 
two suspects in the General Vaidya as- 
sassination, stayed at her residence, un- 

_der the Arms Act for giving shelter to 
murderers. 
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PAKISTAN 


POPULATION: PLANNING CRITICIZED, REMEDIES SUGGESTED 
Karachi DAWN in English 13 Oct 86 p 9 


(Editorial: ‘Population: The Hovering Shadow"'] 


[Text ] 


THE disclosure’ by the 
Federal Minister for Plan- 
ning and Development that 
Pakistan's population growth 
rate has come down from 3.1 
per cent to 2.85 per cent will be 
received with some scepticism. 
Since the findings of the last 
tertility survev held in the 
country tn 1985 have not been 
published, there ts no objective 
criterion tor judging the cor- 
rectness of Dr Mahbubul Haq’s 
claim. But what ts certain ts 
that the progress in population 
control ts not actually as 
impressive as he claims. Dr 
Haq has claimed that the crude 
birth rate (CBR) has declined 
from 50 to 39.8 per 1,000. But in 
realitv the tall has not been 
quite as big because, according 
to the Government’s own docu- 
ments, Pakistan’s CBR has 
hovered around 42 per 1,000 
tor some vears. Sumilarly, the 
death rate which the Planning 
Minister savs was 20 per 1,000 
was officially stated to be 12 
per 1.000 in 1981. Hence, a drop 
to 11.3 ts verv nominal indeed. 
Given these discrepancies in 
the tigures, anv statistical as- 
sessment to be accurate must 
be based on a review ot the 
working of the Population 
Weltare programme. Here 
again the matin snag ts that the 
Government has stopped yiv- 
ing outin the Lconomic Survey 
comprehensive data on the con- 


traceptives dispensed and the 
welfare centres opened 

Admittedly, there have been 
some positive developments ort 
late in the tield of population 
planning. First. the commun. 
cation strutegy nas been re- 
vised and now the small tamily 
norm and the importance ot 
spacing children are being 
propagated more openly and 
torcetully than betore. For in 
stance, apart trom the inter- 
personal system, the Press, 
Radio, Television and school 
textbooks now convey. the 
family planning message to the 
people. These media had not 
been used betore for this 
purpose, except for a bret 
period in the mid-seventies. 
This certainly is a step torward 
but not the end ot poss:bilities, 
which must continue to be ex- 
plored tor devising newer and 
more effective projection 
strategies and techniques tor 
creating motivation. Secondly, 
the Government's tinanctal al- 
location to the programme has 
increased substantially over 
the vears and the Population 
Division has in the last two tis- 
cal vears received more tunds 
than betore. In tact, it has not 
alwavs manaved to utilise the 
entire amounts available to it 
on account of tack of intra- 
structure and absorptive capa- 
CITV 

But one is compelled to take 
note ot the tacr that the pro- 
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gramme has some basic weak- 
nesses which have prevented it 
from making as strong an um- 
pact on the demographic scene 
as might be expected. The de- 
livery service which ts the kev 
element in any programme of 
this nature leaves much to be 
desired. Essentially, a static 
approach has been adopted ina 
programme which ts argely 
aimed at women who are the 
main target group. In 4 society 
where sexual segregation is the 
norm and tke majority ot wo- 
men lack mouility, it is logical 
to expect them to take the ini- 
tiative in seeking contracep- 
tive tacilities from Population 
Welfare Centres and other such 
institutions which, in| many 
cases, might be far removed 
from their homes. Given the 
lumited number of welfare 
centres, the NGO outlets, dis- 
trict distribution points and 
other healthcare institutions, 
they are largely inaccessible to 
the majority ot people, espe- 
cially the 16 million women in 
the reproductive age group. 
The pace of progress in build- 
ing up a service delivery in- 
trastructure has been fright- 
fully slow and ts concentrated 
mainiy in the urban areas. 
The number of outlets has re- 
portedly gone up from 3,880 in 
July 1981 to 12,908 in June 
1985. But it is noteworthy that 
the increase in the number of 
institutions providing clinical 
birth control measures has aot 
been substantial. Thus, the 
number of welfare centres has 
gone up from 1,003 to 1,215 Re- 
productive Health Centres 
from 51 to 100, extension teams 
from two to six and target group 
institutions trom 173 to 186 in 
tour vears. These are important 
because they alone can provide 
the clinical services — sterilisa- 
tions, [UDs and injectables — 


which do not require frequent 
follow-up visits. On the con- 
trary, the distribution outlets 
have expanded immensely but 
they supply mainly the conven- 
tional contraceptives which, in 
our sociocultural mileau and 
low level ot literacy, call for 
continuous motivation. 

Another weakness in the 
programme has been the tal- 
lure of the Government to en- 
list effective community 
participation. No serious study 
has been undertaken to analyse 
the cultural attitudes and 
economic compulsions which 
lead people to opt for large 
families. Although the numbe. 
of acceptors has gone up trom 
300,000 to 1500,000, according 
to Dr Mahbubul Haag, the birth 
rate has not fallen corres- 
pondingly. The low status ot 
women in society means that 
the majority of parents do not 
even consider limiting their 
family size until they have had 
at least one or two sons. 
Moreover, many couples be- 
come acceptors only after they 
nave produced a large number 
ot children and come up against 
the problems of deterioration 
in the mother’s health and the 
high cost of supporting a large 
family. A basic drawback in 
population planning ts that the 
approach is” essentially a 
bureaucratic one, with the 
minimum involvement of the 
people tn the process. The need 
is to make it a people’s move- 
ment as it 1s in China, Indones:a 
and, to some extent, in [ndia. 
Community participation ts the 
key to population planning 
programmes in many Third 
World countries where the 
birth rate has been cut down 
drastically. Pakistan perhaps 
has something to learn from 
them. 








PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


NPP BEGINS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE--Karachi, 17 Oct--The National People's Party be- 
gan its membership drive in Sind from Friday, This was in pursuance of the de- 
cision of the NPP Sind Committee which met on Thursday with the provincial chief, 
Pir Aftab Shah Jilani, in the chair, ‘The party chief, Mr Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, 
was also present by special invitation. He exhorted the party leaders and work- 
ers to Organise the NPP on democratic lines and make the membership drive a 
success. Pir Jilani urged partymen to maintain discipline and proceed about 

the organisation work in a team spirit, carrying the NPP meassage to the far- 
flung areas of Sind, The Sind NPP Committee adopted a number of resolutions, 
calling for maximum provincial autonomy and expressing grave concern at the grow- 
ing unemployment, rampant corruption and the deteriorating law and order situ- 
ation, particularly in Sind, During the Committee's daylong session on Thurs-~ 
day, reports from various areas were discussed and the members were urged to 

set up party organisations at ward level. It was decided to complete the or- 
ganisational work of the party at the city and tehsil levels within 10 days, 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 18 Oct 86 p 14] /9274 
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